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Human inertia, curiously enough, sometimes hinders 
us from the benefit of even so small an effort as the 
opening of a dictionary when we want to know the 
meaning 0: a word that is new to us. The same 
curious lack of activity often hinders us from reach- 
ing out for a postal card on which to make an inquiry 
about something we have seen advertised. Why not 
learn the art of acting on good impulses? Do any of 
the advertisements in this issue quicken an inquiry ? 
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The Safe Retreat 


By Anna M. King 


He that dwelieth in the secret place of the Most High 
Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty (Psa. gt: 1). 
OT now and then 
When storms are wild, and when 
Some danger threatens, would I seek with hurrying feet 
‘* The secret place,” this safe retreat. 
I would that it shall be 
A dwelling, an abiding-place for me, 
From whence, day after day, 
Unfalt’ringly I may 
Go in and out, to serve, as he, 
The Master served, 
Whose life was one of ministry ; 
Whose latest breath proclaimed his ‘‘ culibed work ” 
On Calvary. 
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For Real Power in Intercession 

That we cannot provide eternal salvation for our- 
selves all Christians recognize, but many believe that 
we can make intercessors Out of ourselves. But as 
surely as we need Christ as our Saviour, so do we need 
him as our Intercessor. In a church prayer meeting 
recently one of the speakers exclaimed earnestly : ‘«I 
do not see how. any one can read the seventeenth chap- 
ter of John without accepting Christ as his’’—not 


*«Saviour’’ as some of his hearers expected him to say, 
but—‘‘Intercessor.’" Mr, Frost drives the truth home 
in his article on page 36 and boldly suggests that the 
Christian, when a true intercessor, is really but an echo 
of Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us 
ask and seek and knock to learn Christ's will in prayer, 
and thus join in his resistless intercession. 
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The Inexcusableness of Excuses 

When we have failed to do what we ought to do, 
an excuse never sets the matter right. It only makes 
matters worse. ‘* You never yet found refuge in one 
excuse but there was another one awaiting you.’’ 
Those who knew the late H. Clay Trumbull found 
that he set his face sternly against excuse-making, 
both in himself and in others: - A reason, he used to 
say, is always worth listening to; an excuse, never. 
For an excuse, in this sense, is an attempt to evade a 
responsibility which belongs to us. If we haye been 
prevented by reasons wholly beyond our control from 
doing what we were expected todo, those reasons 
may be given fair consideration ; but if we could 
properly have done what was expected of us, then let 
our minds and our lips be sealed against the consid- 
eration or the offering of any excuse. People soon 
come to respect one who, though he may make mis- 
takes and even failures, never makes excuses. Not 
the least of the disasters of excuse-making is the fact 
that it tends to prevent our seeing how to keep from 
making the same mistake over again, 
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How to Use Faith 

Faith is largely not-trying. If one in whom we 
have faith offers to do something for us which we can- 
not do for ourselves, we show our faith in him by let- 
ting him do it, and refraining from attempting to do 
it ourselves. There is no effort in letting another 
person do something for us. The moment we put 
forth effort, we cease, by just so much, to trust in the 
sufficiency of the other's effort and power. And so, 


The Habit of the 


EW things help more to make life pleasant and 
effective than the habit of the kindly judgment, 
and few arts are more negiected. People are 

constantly saying and doing things which may. be 
understood favorably or unfavorably. Human nature 
is a sadly mixed thing, and the moral failure we infer, 
the seifish or malicious motive we suspect, may be 
there ; it has been in similar cases ; it may be now. 
But it is also possible to adopt the kindly view. This 
failure of our friend to do the thing we had a right to 
expect is probably due to circumstances beyond his 
control, He has lacked, not good will, but oppor- 
tunity. His statement hardly seems to ‘‘ hold water,’’ 
but one more fact, unknown now, may show its con- 
sistency and candor in a light as clear as day. That 
most unaccountable thing may be readily and pleas- 
antly accounted for when we know all. And, not 
knowing all now, we are going to believe it to be ‘all 
right,’’ anyway. 

The habit of the kindly judgment is the habit of 
choosing the pleasanter, the more creditable, inter- 
pretation whenever choice is possible. It is not refusal 
to interpret. For whilé we are forbidden to sit as 
judges upon the actions and motives of our fellow- 
men, we are often obliged to appraise things and men, 
lest we cast our pearls before swine and build our tem- 
ples out of poor stone and bad mortar. Kindly judg- 
ment is not what is called charitable judgment. 
Charitable judgment is when we know the thing to be 
evil and yet see the extenuating circumstance, or lean 
to mercy's side by sheer force of forgiving or forbear- 
ing or healing love. That is ‘grace,’ unmerited 
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in a sense, the moment we try to have faith, we cease 
to have faith. If we make an effort to cease effort, 
we are not ceasing effort. Christ says to us, ‘‘ Believe 
in me.’’ He wants us to recognize that he gives us 
himself, his life, and will furnish us with all our life, 
our strength, our power, even our activities. When 
faith takes Christ completely at his word, faith stops 
its own trying, in order to let Christ do all, Soin our 
every spiritual need, whether in conquering the power 
of sin or in securing any other of the miracle results 
of the life of God, we must stop trying todo what we 
cannot do, in order to let Christ do what only he can 
do. The active part of faith, through it all, is a posi- 
tive, vigorous belief that Christ is doing just what he 
has promised to do, and that he is doing it zew. How 
much easier and richer life becomes when we let our 
own hindering efforts cease ! 


x 
The Home Test 


There is nowhere on the face of the earth in which 
our best is so greatly needed as at home. - One: who 
meets the test here is likely to meet it anywhere. But 
many who seem to meet the test successfully away 
from home fail miserably here. A department store 
newspaper advertisement, at Christmas time, put its 
finger right on a sensitive spot when it said; ‘* You 
may move an audience of folks that do not know you— 
but have you kept the sparkle of gladness in the eyes 
of the home folks?’’ We may feel that one-reason 
why we are not at our best in our homes is because 
we are not appreciated there as we are outside. But 
goodness that thrives only on appreciation is a weak 
sort of goodness. Our greatest privilege in the home 
is not to be appreciated, but to appreciate others. 
And when we not only bring the sparkle of gladness 
into the eyes of the home folks, but keep it there, we 
are beginning to live the life that God wants to show 
forth in every home. Christ is sufficient for even this 
miracle. He came to bring and to keep gladness in 
men’s lives. Shall we let him do it, steadily, in our 
loved ones, through us? 


Kindly Judgment 


favor. But kindly judgment is not that ; it is hardly 
even ‘‘ graciousness ’’; it is simple fairness ; ; it is the 
law which holds every man innocent till he is proved 
guilty. -Have we aright to any other practise? Is 
not the evil interpretation unfairness, cruelty, malevo- 
lence, spiritual robbery? He who casts over my 
action the evil sheen of suspected evil before he 
positively knows it to be evil is a thief, a robber, a 
poisoner, and a murderer, The kindly judgment 
is the only judgment a man has a right to make. 
Not till he is forced to do so should any man 
abandon it. 

It certainly is incomparably the pleasanter for the 
man who exercises it. One of the bitterest ‘‘ penal- 
ties of scorn’’ is the kind of atmosphere scorn sur- 
rounds us with. Onelives then in a world of cowards, 
cheats, weaklings, perverts. He has to work like 
Nehemiah’s followers, trowel in one hand, sword in 
the other ; and he must be his own watchman, night 
and day ; he cannot trust anybody’s trumpet signal. 
He lives the life of an Oriental despot’; every dish 
may be poisoned, every guard a traitor. The cynic’s 
world is poor, cheap, mean, yellow.- People naturally 
avoid certain health resorts because of the depressing 
effect of daily contact with the distressing abnormali- 
ties, the pitifulnesses, which there abound. No one 
for pleasure would live in a cancer hospital, But the 
cynic surrounds himself with worse cankers. The 
habit of the kindly judgment lifts above all this. It 
recognizes that human nature is weak enough, but it 
fixes its eyes on the evidences of health, not disease, of 
convalescence, not decline, It is surrounded by men 
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and women, —not angels, but honest men and women, 
kindly impulses, good principles, right action. The 
fresh air of the moral heights is blowing on it con- 
tinually. The other man lives in a moral Black Hole 
of Calcutta. 

That the world would move with almost infinitely 
more smoothness and comfort if this method prevailed 
only a cynic can doubt. A vast number of life’s most 
painful frictions and bitterest dissensions would cease 
atonce. They are generated. by life's ill-founded, 
suspicious dreads, Evil motives and intentions do, 
Of course, exist, and in mournfully large percentage. 
This is earth, not heaven. But it is the evil we think 
the other man has done, or purposes to do, rather 
than anything he ever does, that fills this world with 
fences, laws, courts, and armies, makes it hard to live 
together, uses up in painful. « »stly harmful friction 
the energy that might be working out the best good 
and God’s glory. Let each man think the highest of 
his neighbor's act, and all armies are disbanded, 

The reflex influenc” of the kindly judgment is in- 
calculable for good. How rich grows that heart which 
always reads good in the human lives about it, which 
not only has the delight of their moral sunshine and 
fresh air, but in which that oxygen burns away the 
ill-feeling he may have been in danger of having,.and 
‘strengthens every power of perception of good, every 
faculty of loving, every capacity of noble thought and 
‘feeling! Who so pitiable as the pessimist? who so 
to be envied as the man who always thinks the highest 
of his fellow-men? ‘The first has become a poison 
gland, secreting a venom ever deadlier to others, but 
deadliest to himself ; the second is a sun of love and 
hope, with healing in his wings. 

But there is a question which experience of life 
makes very practical. What of the deceptions, dis- 
appointments, losses, sure to come? Is not the hope- 
ful one doomed again and again te bitter grief? Will 
‘he not often lean upon a broken reed, which will 
pierce his hand? Nodoubt. Probably none escape 
that experience. But while it is wisdom’s part to be 
ready for the storm when it comes, and to know how 
_ to find strength in the Friend who cannot fail when 
_,some friends do fail, is it wise to take every cloud for 
_a tornado, and let the fear of possible ill rob every day 
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of its sunshine? And suppose we are to be deceived, 
and to suffer cruelly ; what soul would not rather ex- 
ercise Christ's unconquerable hopefulness and love 
than Timon’s bitter hate or Mephistopheles’ mockin 
cynicism? Who would not rathér ‘trust a thousan 
times, and be deceived a thousand times, than have a 
jaundiced eye and venom heart that trusts nobody and 
misreads everybody, displaying every day its lack of 
faith in God and good? No sudden shock to faith, 
such as sometimes comes upon the man who trusts, 
can be half as fatal, as deadly, as that slow corrosive 
of distrust. mes SES 

When a generous soul has been temporarily betrayed 
into hasty condemnation, how profoundly ashamed of 
himself he is when time, as it so often does, shows 
that he has taken his stand with the great Adversary 
and Slanderer. When he is shown to have taken evil 
for good, been too credulously believing, trusted in a 
broken reed, he may know that his heart spoke right 
if his eye did see wrong. But when he followed the 
cynic and took good for evil, both his eye’ and heart 
were wrong ; he has been tried in love’s balances, 
right’s balances, and has been found wanting. - The 
unkindly judgment is almost always wrong. And 
God works with the man of trust. That the structure 
of society can stand over night is proof positive that 
the forces of right, truth, honesty, love, reinforced by 
God, are mightier than their adversaries. 

The habit of kindly judgment is, under God, the 
mightiest force for its own justification. There are 
some lives too weak or too wicked to yield completely 
to its influence, but there are few lives which are wholly 
proof against its power. Its presence, or that of its 
opposite, most often turns the scale. The sting of 
injustice occasionally spurs on the strongest souls to 
try to do their best, but in many a pitched battle of 
the ‘* average man’’ the frown of condemnation is the 
one thing that sent him to defeat. The life which 
expects the worst of others is poison to all good en- 
deavor : feeble spirits are smothered ; once in a while 
some one fights through ; more often the strong soul 
sours, and reacts in spite or hate or determined sel- 
fishness. The life which expects the best of those it 
touches stimulates them to the best, and gets it, in 
surprising quantity. 





i To Consider the Truth of Our 
Lord’s Return 


HERE are evidences of a quickening interest in the 
subject which was the great ‘‘ blessed hope’’ of 
New Testament Christians, and which is the 
blessedest hope held out to this earth since our Lord 
ascended and sent us his Holy Spirit: the hope of 
his personal return, The subject is being treated 
again in recent books, some of which are shortly to 
be reviewed in these columns ; and Bible conferences 
held in different parts of our country, without con- 
scious co-operation, have been presenting afresh the 
scriptural truth of Christ’s coming. And now comes 
a formal call to a conference intended to bring to- 
gether those who would unite in prayerful and reverent 
consideration of this great hope of the ages. 

The names of those who have united in issuing the 
call to this conference include the moderators of two 
General Assemblies, the presidents of three theo- 
logical seminaries of different denominations, the 
heads of three Bible training schools, and others well 
known in the field of Bible study, The Sunday 
School Times gladly brings to the attention of its 
readers this unusual opportunity for their sharing, by 
prayer and, if possible, by personal attendance, in a 
meeting for which God’s blessing may confidently be 
claimed. The call is as follows : 


CALL FOR A PROPHETIC CONFERENCE 
At the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 
February 24-27, 1914 
To CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


Dear Brethren: It is twelve years since the In- 
ternational Prophetic Conference was held in the City of 
Boston, and many brethren feel that the times demand 
another testimony to the doctrine of premillenial coming of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We therefore cor- 
dially and urgently invite you io meet with us and others 
for this holy purpose, at the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, 
Til., from Tuesday to Friday, February 24th to 27th, 1914. 

It is believed that the signers of this invitation are a 
guarantee that the Conference will not offer an opportunity 





for modern prophets to ventilate their speculations, to fix 
dates, or to mark out a detailed program of:the future ; but 
that, to incorporate the language of an earlier Conference, 
the occasion will be used for students of prophecy to give 
prominence to neglected truths; to employ the true princi- 
ples of Scripture interpretation ; to warn against present-day 
apostasy; to awaken slumbering Christians; to present 
the most majestic of all motives for world-wide evangelism ; 
to call attention to the doctrine of ‘‘ last things’ as a bul- 
wark against the skepticism of modern theology; and to 
bring into closer fellowship all those who ‘‘love His 
appearing.” 

To those sufficiently interested to address a postal card 
to the Moody Bible Institute, there will be mailed in 
ample time, free of cost, a leaflet containing further infor- 
mation as to program, names of speakers, and details as to 
boarding accommodations. As to the last named, the 
Institute will endeavor to entertain as large a company as 
possible at minimum rates, but to obtain this accommoda- 
tion it will be necessary to write early. 

Trusting that the Conference may witness an unusual 
gathering of the Lord’s people and an unusual outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit upon them ; and seeking your prayers for 
the heavenly guidance of those who are responsible for its 
promotion and conduct, we remain, in Christian affection, 


Your brethren in the Lord, 


JOHN TIMOTHY STONE, ; 
Pastor Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago 
(Moderator of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.). 

ROBERT McWATTY RUSSELL, 

President, Westminster College 
(Moderator of the United. Presbyterian Church). 

WILLIAM G. MOOREHEAD, 

President, Xenia Theological Seminaryi 

E. Y. MULLINS, 

President, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

T. R. O’MEARA, 

Principal, Wycliffe College, Toronto. 

W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS; 
Professor, Wycliffe College, Toronto. 

C. 1. SCOFIELD, 

Editor, The Scofield Reference Bible. 

H. B. HARTZLER, 

Editor, The Evangelical. 
A. C. GAEBELEIN, 
Editor, Our Hope. 

R. A. TORREY, 

Dean, The Bible Institute, Los Angeles, 

W. B. RILEY; : 

Pastor, First Baptist Church, Minneapolis, 
President, Northwestern Bible School. 

JAMES M. GRAY, 

Dean, ‘The Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 
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Are Miracles Unreasonable ? 


The very word ‘‘miracle’’ suggests something 
contrary to usual or natural experience, Is it, there- 
fore, unreasonable to believe in a miracle? A 
Michigan reader of The Sunday School Times has 
written an exceptionally interesting presentation 
of his doubts as to the rights of the so-called 
‘‘liberal’’ and ‘‘conservative’’ positions in relig- 
ious belief and work. He finds much in favor 
of the liberal view, yet he recognizes frankly that 
the conservative position is. held by those who have 
more to show in the way of practical moral re- 
sults in their own lives than those who take what 
seems to be the more ‘‘reasonable’’ viewpoint. His 
letter contains the following statement of his difficulty 
in the matter of the miracles of the Bible : 


I want to believe in the Bible miracles, especially some of 
those in the Gospels that seem hardest to explain away. And 
yet nobody that does believe in them can furnish any defini- 
tion of the word *‘ miracle ’’ that will hold water for a moment, 
nor can they argue for it without contradicting themselves, and 
showing a complete misunderstanding of:their opponents’ po- 
sition. I am forced to believe that nobody can. believe in 
those miracles if he knows what he is talking about and is 
capable of arguing the question. 

obody questions that God cou/d float an ax or walk a 
Peter; the question is, Did he? 1 well remember, when about 
eight years old, telling the rest of the family that I had sat by 
the side of the house on a warm, sunny summer day, and seen 
a tall pine in woods near by slowly bend over till its top 
touched the L pe and then straighten up. course no- 
body believed it, and I finally got a whipping for.telling such 
alie. Yet I told it honestly. I now think that I must have 
fallen asleep and dreamed it, for I don’t believe it now either. 

Yet why not? Couldn't God have bent that tree over and 
straightened it up again as I related? Certainly, yet nobody 
believes that he did, because such a thing is so contrary to our 
experience, and the testimony for it was not considered suffi- 
cient to establish such an inherently improbable thing. Every- 
body recognizes some things as inherently less probable than 
others; yet so many deny it when discussing a Bible miracle. 
Their lack of logic does not prove them all wrong and their 
opponents right, of course; but it certainly does weaken ‘their 
position, And when they constantly rely on such arguments, 
and offer nothing better, they fairly force one to believe that 
their position cannot be supported by fact and argument, and 
that it is not held by any reasonable person who has given 
much thought to the matter. 





A miracle is not merely a mystery, or an act of 
magic. A miracle is a work of God, accumplished by 
his supernatural power, going beyond the natural laws 
known tous, in order to meet some need which he knows 
cannot or will not be met through natural channels, 
The bending over of the tall pine tree and its straight- 
ening up again'‘met no need of any-one, arid is seen 
to be not of the*same sort as the Bible miracles. - In 
the case of. every miracle recorded in: the Scriptures, 
either we can see a reason for it; or our study of God's 
ways leads us to believe that the reason that he saw 
was wholly sufficient. 

The great reason for the miracles of the Bible seems 
to have been this: that men should recognize that 
there was offered to them in God a power for the bless- 
ing of their lives wholly beyond all the natural powers 
of man and of the physical universe, This freely 
offered and undeserved blessing of God centered and 
culminated in God’s gift of his Son, Jesus Christ; and 
the miracles of the Bible are more numerous during 
and soon after Christ's life on earth than at any other 
time. Moreover, it is significant that all through the 
centuries those who have found and.manifested a 
supernatural life through receiving. Jesus Christ as 
Saviour have believed in the miracles of the Bible. 
The lesser miracles of the physical universe are recog- 
nized by them to be the sign, or pledge, or credential 
of the supreme miracle of the spiritual universe: a su- 
pernatura! freedom from the power of sin, given to and 
sustained in them by Jesus Christ as their new life from 
God. To them, therefore, it is unreasonable to ac- 
cept the greatest miracle, revealed in the Book, and 
doubt the lesser énes there recorded. And they re- 
joice that the lesser miracles paved the way to the 
working of the greatest one, 


Si? 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ATHER of mercies, we crave from thee all manner of 
needed blessing— but especially the full fruits of the in- 
dwelling Spirit of grace and power. We would fain 

give our best to men as we pass, and would absorb so much 
from thee that we shall always have much to give..§ We would 
absorb so much from thee that there shall no longer be room 
within us for aught that is ugly or evil. Give us filial trust, 
and such a sense of thy nearness, that we shall be proof against 
panic in time of pressure. Make.our lives so simple and sin- 
cere that we shall meet life’s grave emergencies with serenity 
and composure, and carve our way through difficulties with- 
out violence or strain.... Keep us from crowding other people 
just because we are in a hurry; from being so disturbed and 
anxious that we become inconsiderate and snappish. Thon 
Friend, Consoler, Healer, Redeemer, our troubled hearts and 
distempered nature cry out for thee! Dispel our darkness ; 
Saturate us with thyself; make us true and prone steadfast 
and gentle, radiant and kind—always kind ; and always glad ! 
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LESSON FOR FEB. I (Luke rx : 1-13) 
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What to Put into Our Three Circles of Prayer 


How the prayer boundaries .are clearly staked out in three great prayers | 


a 


By James A. Francis, D.D. 





GREAT deal of the difficulty connected with the 
prayer life would be avoided if people clearly 
‘understood what kind of things. we ought to 
pray for, and concerning that we have abundant 
material for our guidance in the Word of God. 

May I ask you for a few minutes to think of three 
prayers in the Bible?. They stand in my mind like 
three concentric circles. The first one is a great big 
circle : itis a prayer for the kingdom. The second 
one is a little smaller circle: it is a prayer for the 
church. The third one is a still smaller circle ; and 
it is the prayer for the individual. 

Although they are given us in that order, perhaps 
I had better take them. up in the other order. Let us 
take first the prayer for the individual ; our second, 
the prayer for the church ; and then let us come to the 
widest of all prayers, that for the kingdom. 

The prayer I have in mind for the individual is 
found in the first chapter of Ephesians: 

‘*For this cause I also, having heard of the faith 
in the Lord Jesus which is among you, and the love 
which ye show toward all the saints, cease not to give 
thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers ; 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give unto you a spirit of wisdom and reve- 
lation in the knowledge of him ; having the eyes of 
your heart enlightened, that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the saints, and what the exceed- 
ing greatness of his power to us-ward who believe."’ 

The whole prayer occupies eight verses, but there 
is only one petition in it, and that petition is this : «I 
pray that you may have the vision of God in Christ."’ 
Read it again and see if that is not what it says. 


Every Christian’s Greatest Need 

I believe that when Paul made that prayer he 
sounded the depth of ‘the need of every Christian in 
the world. The greatest need of every Christian at 
every step in his earthly career is a clear and ever- 
growing vision of God in Christ. And then Paul goes 
on to specify three things that we will know if we are 
granted the vision of God in Christ. 

He says that if you are granted the vision of God 
in Christ, so that you see God as revealed in Christ 
Jesus, you will know three things. First, you will 
know what is the hope of his calling ; that is to say, 
you will see your ultimate goal. Second, you will 
know what are the riches of the glory of his inherit- 
ance in the saints; that is, you will see the harvest 
that God is going to reap out of this world. And, 
third, you will know what is the exceeding greatness 
of his power to us who believe. 

Notice these three carefully. First you will see 
your ultimate goal. What is our ultimate goal? The 
ultimate goal of the Christian, beyond which there is 
nothing, beyond which there never can be anything, 
is complete likeness to the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
largest promise that God ever made to any human 
soul to be fulfilled either in this world or in any world 
to come is that we shall become like Jesus Christ. 
What he says virtually is this : When your eyes are 
opened by the Spirit of God to see God as he is re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ, in thus seeing the glorified 
Saviour you will see what you are: coming to, the 
ultimate goal of yourown pilgrimage, the final destiny 
of your own redeemed life ; that. some day, by. the 
grace of God, your life will be such an expression of 
the life of God in the Universe as the life of Jesus of 
Nazareth was among the children of men. 

Now, notice the second. He says you will know 
what are the riches of the glory. of his. inheritance in 
the saints. When we look for our inheritance, we 
look up. When God looks for his inheritance he 
looks down. Our inheritance is in Christ Jesus. 
God’s inheritance is in his saints. Our hope is. up 
there. God's hope is down here. What kind of:an 
inheritance does God expect to get out of this world ? 
Well, he has a sample before his eye, and that sample 
is the man Christ Jesus, and God expects to reap from 
the harvest-fields of this world a multitude that no 
man can number, each one of whom shall be like that 
One. And when we see Jesus Christ we see God's 
sample of the riches of the glory of the inheritance 
that he expects to reap from the world’s harvest-fields, 

In the third place, when we behold God in Christ, 
he says that we'see what is the exceeding greatness of 


his pewer in us who believe ; and then he goes on to 
tell us what the-measure of that power is. He says 
the measure of his power in us who believe is accord- 
ing to the working. of the strength of his might which 
he wrought in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead-and set him at his own right hand in heaven. 
If you can tell how. much power it took to take a dead 
man, with a nail wound in each hand and in each 
foot, and a spear wound through his heart; to take, 
I say, a dead man out of the tomb and raise him 
into everlasting life and then raise him up to the 
throne of God and make him the business manager of 
a thousand million worlds, and put every throne and 
dominion and principality and power in God's wide 
empire under his feet and make him Lord of all, if 
you can tell what power it took to do that, then you 
will know the power by which he worketh in us, for 
he works in us by the same power by which he raised 
Christ from the dead and made him King of kings. 

Those three things are vouchsafed to us through the 
vision of God in Christ. Power is never given in any 
other way ‘than through such vision. Spiritual power 
comes to us in proportion to the clearness of our vision 
of God. 

Thus Paul.put his finger upon the central thing in 
our human experience of grace when he says: ‘'I 
pray th.t the vision of God in Christ may be given to 
you."’ We see here the place of supreme emphasis 
in a person's prayer for himself or for other individ- 
uals. A great many prayers are unanswered because 
we are not laying emphasis upon the thing that is of 
supreme importance. If we want God to answer our 
prayers let us pray for the things that God wants done 
in our personal lives, and let us put the emphasis 
upon the things of eternal importance, and think as 
God thinks and aspire as God aspires. 

Let us move on now to our Lord's great prayer for 
the church. If I were going to teach the seventeenth 
chapter of John to a Sunday-school class I would take 
a blackboard and put a circle in the center. Around 
that circle I would draw a larger one, and around that 
second circle I would draw a still larger one, and around 
that third circle I would draw a fourth circle, a big 
one. I would let the small circle stand for the Christ ; 
the next larger circle would’ stand for the disciples 
who surrounded’ him in the days of his flesh ; the 





The World’s Morning Watch 


‘* This is not a sensational subject. You could not 
make headlines for the newspaper out of this address, 
but‘it ‘is a subject that enlists the chosen ones among 
God's people.’”’ 

The Rev. James A. Francis thus spoke to the audi- 
ence: that gathered last November for an all-day 
Prayer Conference in the Brick Church on Fifth 
Avenue, in the heart of America’s great metropolis. 


The readers of The Sunday School Times have the 
privilege of sharing in condensed form the remark- 
able messages of ‘the addresses that were brought to 
this conference by men who are mighty in prayer. 
On this page is the address by Dr. Francis, and on 
other pages of this issue are given messages by 
Mr. Frost, Dr. Mead, Mr. Oliver, and Mr. Speer. 
Many sides of the limitless subject are touched in 
these articles in a way that illumines the teaching of 
the Sunday-school lesson-for February 1, which treats 
of Christ’s marvelous response to the request, ‘“‘ Lord, 
teach us to pray.” 


The all-day Prayer Conference in New York was 
called by the *“* World’s Morning Watch,” of which 
Mr. William A. Oliver is secretary. Next week’s 
issue of The Sunday School Times, which will be a 
special Biblc Study Number, will include an article 
by the Rev. F. B. Meyer that will show how effect- 
ively prayer and Bible study may be used together 
in the Morning Watch. The observance among 
Christians of this systematic practise of Bible study 
and prayer is being greatly increased by the ‘* World’s 
Morning Watch.” 


Prayer. teaching is not sensational, but iet us give 
prayer the place in the Sunday-school and church 
that will bring sensational results—results that even 
the newspaper headlines will tell about, though the 
world cannot know how they happen. 














next larger circle stand for the church of all the cen- 
turies, and then let the outside circle stand for the 
great wide world. 

This is the exact order the Master follows in this 
prayer. He prayed first for himself ; then for the group 
of disciples who were with him; then for all those 
who should hereafter believe on him through their 
word ; and then he closes up with a prayer that does 
not leave out a single individual in the world. 

Look at the petitions. What did he ask for him- 
self? Just one thing: ‘‘ Father, put me back where 
I was before I came down from heaven,”’ 

Then he goes on to pray for the disciples, What 
does he ask for the group of disciples who stood 
around him? Just three things: First, unite them, 
that they may all be one. Second, keep them in 
purity, keep them from the evil that is the world. 
Third, consecrate them to the work to which I send 
them. As I consecrated myself let them be conse- 
crated to the mission on which I send them. 

How much he left out! Think of the thousand 
things he did not pray for! Trust Jesus with his 
clear vision, standing there under the shadow of the 
cross to name the essentials, to deal in the mighty 
eternal fundamentals, and leave everything else out. 


A Prayer that Fits the Twentieth Century 

Then he moves on to pray for the wider circle. He 
hears in his prophetic soul the tramp of coming mil- 
lions. He knows that the Word will sound on every 
hillside and in every valley until it has gone wherever 
man is found. So he gathers in the sweep of his 
prayer the church of the ages. ‘*‘ Neither pray I <for 
these alone, but for them also which shall believe in 
me through their word.’’ And what will he ask for 
them? The very same thing that he asked for these 
who stood immediately around him, ‘‘ That they all 
may be one, as thou, Father, art in me and I in 
thee.”’ 

What does it mean to us that in the view of Christ 
the great needs of the church were these : first, unity ; 
second, purity ; and third, consecration. 

That outline can never be improved upon, and it 
will never need to be amended until he comes again. 
This prayer fits the twentieth century just as it fitted 
the hour when it was first spoken. And it will fit the 
last day before the Lord returns in glory just as well 
as it fits our day. 

But he is not through yet. The prayer for the dis- 
ciples and for the church of the ages merges, without 
breaking the sentence, into a prayer that overflows 
the bounds even of the church of the centuries, and 
takes in the whole world, for he says : Father, I pray 
‘«that they may be perfected into one ; that the wor/d 
may know that thou didst send me, and lovedst them, 
even as thou lovedst me.’’ 

This prayer spans the whole Christian dispensation 
from the hour that Christ spoke it until he returns 
again in glory. It gathers up everything that is essen- 
tial to the progress of the Christian church. 

Now, when we pray for the church we have our 
line fences staked out. We do not need to wander in 
by-paths, we do not need to be ata loss what to pray, for. 
This chapter is the nearest thing we have on earth to 
a sample of the intercession of Christ in heaven. We 
are told he ever liveth to make intercession for us. 
No human ear has overheard one word of that mighty 
intercession since the cloud curtain shut him from our 
view nineteen centuries ago; but we can guess the 
force and the scope of his heavenly intercession by 
this sample chapter that he uttered just before he 
went up on high. 

But there is one prayer that takes even a wider 
sweep than this. In the early days of his ministry 
one day he was praying and the disciples were listen- 
ing. I cannot conceive what it would be like to hear 
the Lord Jesus Christ pray. Those men must have 
felt they never heard anybody pray before. When he 
finished one said, ‘‘ Lord, teach us to pray.”"’ And 
he gave them a pattern of prayer.. It contains sixty- 
five words. You can read it in a minute by the clock. 
It is the most precious religious document in the pos- 
session of the human race. It begins, ‘*When ye 
pray, say our Father.’’ In that word **Father’’ you 
touch the last ultimate reality that there is in the 
divine nature, and in the words ‘Our Father'’ you 


express the whole socialism of the kingdom of 
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heaven. 
tions, 

‘*Hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done’’—and then comes that tremendous 
qualifying phrase which affects all three of them : ‘as 
in heaven, so on earth.’’ 

I beg you to notice that this is not a prayer to be an- 
swered beyond the stars. It has got to be answered on 
this planet er not at all, It is a prayer for something 
to happen on earth like something that already exists 
in heaven. It is a prayer that human society on this 
earth may, by the grace of God, be reconstituted until 
it becomes a copy of the society in the skies. This 
is larger than a prayer for the church, This is a 
prayer for the kingdom, The church of Jesus Christ 
in this world is not an ultimate thing at all; it is a 
means toanend, The kingdom of God is the ulti- 
mate thing. The largest phrase ever coined in human 
speech is those four words, the Kingdom of God. 
The church of Christ is the working committee of this 
age to bring the kingdom, and the kingdom is God’s 
ultimate goal. 

What is the kingdom of God? It is more than the 
conversion of an individual, more than the conversion 
of every man, woman, and child on the face of the 
earth, If every human being in this world were 
soundly converted to God to-day the kingdom of 
God would mean more than that. The kingdom of 
God anticipates not only a world of regenerated peo- 
ple, but a world of people living in regenerated rela- 
tionships to each other, 

When Jesus taught his disciples to pray ‘‘ Thy 


Then what? Now, notice the three peti- 


kingdom come’’ he referred to a time when every. 


human heart would love God, and when every human 
heart would love every other person in the world, and 
when every tie, every influence and every relationship 
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by which one human being affects another, either 
near or far, either directly or indirectly, would be so 
perfectly Christianized that the whole life of mankind, 
complex as it is, would be simply the echo of the will 
of God. The most stupendous vision, the most far- 
reaching thing that was ever conceived on this earth 
was Jesus’ conception of the kingdom of God. 

‘* Master, teach us to pray.’’ And he teaches me 
that my prayer shall cross every continent and touch 
every far-flung island of the sea, that it shall take in 
every tie that binds together one man and another in 
all this wide world, and after I have prayed for every- 
thing that is included in the great, wide policy of God 
and for the fulfilment of the entire vision of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he allows me to pray for three things for 
myself, and here they are : Feed me, forgive me, and 
keep me straight. That is all, And that is all I 
need, 

The program of a Christian’s life is in the first half 
of that prayer, and God's provision for the Christian 
along the way is in the second half. It is a kind of 
a divine contract of grace by which he says to us, ‘I 
will take care of your daily bread, your daily forgive- 
ness and your daily leading while you attend to the 
business of hallowing my name and bringing in my 
kingdom and doing my will.”’ 

I have tried to draw a rude sketch of what was em- 
braced in this prayer. It is so vast it plainly awes 
the soul. This is the way Jesus prayed. 

Oh, how little we know about prayer. I feel con- 
demned, I feel as if I were a kind of an impostor to 
talk on the subject at all, I know so little of the practise 
and power of the mighty thing of which I am speak- 
ing, and while I speak I pray that you and I in the 
days to come may know more about it. 

Boston, 





How May We Become Intercessors ? 








The three intercessors, and the three stages in our prayer experience 


By the Rev. Henry W. Frost 


Home Director of the 
China Inland Mission 


— - 








“DT sought fora man. . : that should stand in the gap,” is the word of Jehovah to 
Ezekiel, before He poured out his indignation upon Israel. It was a call from the lov- 
ing God who wondered that there was no man to be an intercessor, and who provided 


himself, in Christ, as the Intercessor, 


The very costliness of following in his steps 


as Intercessor, as it is revealed in Mr. Frost’s study, is a call to those who love him 
to “ stand in the gap.”’ 


HE word ‘‘ intercession ’’ is derived from a Latin 
verb which means to pass between. It is one 
of those pictorial words which presents to us two 

persons, and then a third person coming in between 
these two. Scripturally speaking, it means God on 
the one hand and man on the other hand, and be- 
tween these two, the Lord Jesus Christ. Among 
these three, the center one is the advocate, the inter- 
cessor. The purpose of intercession is either the 
bringing together of two who have been estranged, or 
the bringing closer together cf two where an increase 
of fellowship is needed, 

There is a deeper and larger thought than this, 
however, suggested by the word as it comes to us 
from the Greek, There it means to chance upon or 
to meet a person, and hence, to have an interview 
with that person, Thus it comes to signify, finally, 
to make and keep a formal appointment with a per- 
son for the sake of mutual conference. It is not so 
much now the thought of reconciliation—though that 
is implied—as the fuller thought of communion, _In- 
tercession brings us to the place where most impor- 
tant interviews with God take place, in which great 
transactions are undertaker and performed, 


The Secret of a True Intercessor 

There are three intercessors spoken of in the Word 
of God. The first intercessor is Christ, who, accord- 
ing to Romans 8 : 34 and Hebrews 7 : 25, ever liveth 
to make intercession for us. ‘‘ Christ Jesus, .. 
who is at the right hand of God, who also maketh in- 
tercession for us." ‘* He is able to save to the utter- 
most... seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.’’ In view of these words, we see Christ 
raised from the dead and at the right hand of the 
majesty on high, our constant advocate with the 
Father. And if one wants to know what he is saying 
there, one has only to read the seventeenth chapter of 
the Gospel according to John, for in that prayer he 
anticipated the time when he should be in the glory, 
and recorded what he should then say. 

The second intercessor is the Holy Spirit, who, ac- 


cording to Romans 8 : 26, 27, unites his intercessions 
with those of Christ in our behalf. ‘* We know not 
how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which can- 
not be uttered’’... As is evident, the case now is 
not so much a heavenly as an earthly intercession. 
Christ is in the heavenly places and is the heavenly 
intercessor. But the Spirit, though he is in heaven, 
is particularly in us, and, being in us, is the earthly 
intercessor, Christ intercedes before the Father. The 
Spirit intercedes not only for us, but also with us, 
helping our infirmities in our worship of God. 

The third intercessor is the Christian, who, accord- 
ing to 1 Timothy 2:1, 2, has it as his privilege to 
make intercession for all men. ‘‘That... prayer 
. « » be made for all men ; for kings and all that are 
in high place’... Itis evident. in this case that 
we speak before God in behalf of thetchurch and the 
world, It becomes thus our privilege to ask that God 
will more largely bless his peovle, and will more ex- 
tensively save those who are not his people. In this 
act of intercession we are to listen through the Word 
for the voice of Christ and the Spirit, and to give ex- 
pression to this voice before the throne of grace. 
Thus a true intercessor is one who seeks to be an 
echo, repeating what the divine voice has taught him 
to say. 

There are three stages through which we are to 
pass as we grow up into the exercise of our privilege 
of intercession. 

First, there is the stage of amplification. Simple 
prayer would be characterized, not by the word *‘ am- 
plification,’’ but by the word ‘‘ concentration.’’ Did 
you ever listen to a child praying? If you have, you 
have noticed that his prayer is almost entirely about 
himself. He wants something to eat and something 
to wear ; he wants a good night's rest, and he wants 
a fair day on the morrow. When he has gotten as 
far as this he has about completed his’ petitions. 
Therefore’ the prayer is, in the nature of the case, 
egotistical, Thank God that the child knows enough 
to pray: for these things ! . For such prayer is accept- 
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able to God, and it is likely to be the beginning of 
better things. Have you ever listened to the prayer 
of a person who is older than a child in years, but not 
in experience? If you have, you have noticed that 
his prayer is much like the prayer of the child. The 
words, instead of being those of one syllable, are 
those of two syllables, and the sentences, instead of 
being short, are long. But once more the prayer is 
concentrated upon the interests of the one who is 
praying, and again it is egotistical Thank God if a 
man has gotten as far as this in the practise of 
praying ! 

However, note that all this is not intercession. 
The prayer that is intercession is something that is 
larger than this. Intercession is not egotistic, but 
altruistic. Intercession goes off from one’s person 
first to those who are nearest and dearest, and then 
to those who are farther away and less closely con- 
nected with the individual life. And intercession, in 
the full reach of it, never stops until it has covered 
the wide world, and taken in all lands and people. 

Hence, to the intercessor there is no such thing as 
geography or nationality, The intercessor is one 
who lives above the clouds, is equally near to all 
countries and peoples, and who thus claims all lands 
as his land and all persons as his spiritual or natural 
brethren, 

I remember an address that the Rev. J. Hudson 
Taylor once gave in which he spcke of his prayer life. 
He said in it that he once made a discovery which 
awakened and startled him. He had been interested 
in China, and he used to begin praying for that land, 
and he would pray for it so long that he had little time 
to give to other countries. As a result he determined 
that he would reverse the process of praying, begin- 
ning with the forgotten lands and ending with China, 
On thinking the matter over he discovered that South 
America was the country most frequently left out, and 
from that time on he generally began his prayer by 
remembering that country.. Then he added—and I 
well remember the smile which came upon his face 
as he spoke the words : ‘‘ You may be. sure.that I 
never forgot China,’’ Jn other words, he had be- 
come a true intercessor in the sense of amplification. 
God had set him free, had given him a broad out- 
looh, and had wrought into his soul a large sympathy. 

Second, there is the stage of specification. , Amplifi- 
cation is the reaching out in large measure to. that 
which lies beyond the individual life, and it means, 
by necessity, a grouping of lands and peoples. . Speci- 
fication is making sure, as far as possible, that none 
of the particular parts is forgotten. It is setting the 
mind and heart to remember in detail special portions 
of vast countries and particular groups of persons 
among the nations, 

And, friends, let me say frankly that you will do 
well to think twice before you set your face toward 
this sort of intercession. For this kind of praying 
will take time, It will mean the giving up of prized 
pleasures and privileges, earlier rising, and often loss 
of sleep at night. It will mean, pressing the battle 
to the gates, until you are laying hold of Satan’s 
strongholds and wrestling with powers in heavenly 
places. Such praying becomes prolonged, and is 
necessarily intense. ' 


How Many People Do You Pray For ? 

Mr. Hoste, the present General Director of the 
China Inland. Mission, once told me, in speaking of 
his prayer life, that he thought he could pray for 
nearly every member of the Mission by locality and 
name, which means, that he could visit in thought 
over two hundred stations and mention over one thou- 
sand persons. ‘‘Qh,’’ you say, ‘‘but he has a re- 
markable memory.’’ Yes, he has, but that is not the 
full explanation of it. He has prayed so often for 
these missionaries and for their work that all of the 
circumstances of the case have become familiar to 
him and those names lie upon his heart. And I 
would frankly add, that it is nothing short of a li»eral 
education to bend the knee beside this man of God 
and to hear him pray, he goes into such details, and 
willingly takes such long periods of time.to fulfil this 
ministry. 

Finally, there is the stage of identification. Inter- 
cession amplifies .and specifies, but before it has fin- 
ished, it puts the life so closely into contact with God 
on the one hand and man on the other hand that one- 
ness is obtained and maintained. And I assure you, 
if I know anything about intercession, that this ex- 
perience costs. more than any other. I told you a 


moment ago to think twice before you set your face 

toward a life of intercession. I would now say to think 

thrice about it. For if the other experiences cost, this 
. experience costs. much more. 


(Continued on page 47) 
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enrolments in the Sunday-school’s extension 


‘*T\O YOU really think the Home Department of ~ 
the Sunday-school justifies its existence? 
Would it not be wise to expend in other di- 
rections the time and strength given to it?’’ 
The surprising question was asked in good faith, 
so something more than an emphatic affirmative was 


needed. Nor was it enough to point to the magnifi- 
cent enrolment of the department, for the inquirer 
declared that the figures proved nothing ; it was his 
belief that a large proportion of those enrolled in the 
Home Department of many churches were merely 


- nominal members, who do not give even perfunctory 


attention to the Quarterly left with them by the visit- 
ors appointed for the purpose. 

Of course there are such members in the Home 
Department, just as there are indifferent members of 
the Sunday-schoel and the church. But there are 
so many earnest members, and there are so many evi- 
dences of vital things accomplished by these workers, 
that no one need lack for ammunition with which to 
demolish the arguments of those who have not learned 
to be friendly to the department. 


What the “Little Book ’’ Did. 

For instance, no Home Department supporter could 
ask for a more effective illustration of the good accom- 
plished by the department than the complaint made 
at a convention by a superintendent that the visitors 
who reported to her had great difficulty in maintain- 
ing the membership because so many men and women 
were joining the main school. Among these were 
some who began using the Home Department 
Quarterly under protest, yet soon became so inter- 
ested in the Sunday-school that they could not be sat- 
isfied by anything less than regular attendance at the 
sessions of the school. 

One Visitor reported to her pastor that an old’ lady 


‘touwhom she had carried -the Quarterly regularly for 
several years said she wanted to unite with the church ; 


the Home Department work had: led her to decide 
that she could not delay longer. 

Another Visitor has told recently of a call on one of 
her members, who reported that her maid—whom she 
had persuaded to join the department—had become 
a Christian since taking up the work. ‘It was that 
little book that did it, ma’am,’’ the maid insisted. 

‘«In-three homes on my list the family altar has 
been set up. since the mother began to use the Quar- 
terly,’’ is the testimony of a visitor. ‘‘In every case 
the father has become interested, and the homes have 


-been made over.'’ 
_The Only ** Edicated’’ Member 


By workers in a little mission Sunday-school in 
West Virginia the objection was made that a Home 
Department was impossible there ; the members could 
not be found. But after a canvass of the community 
—which was about four miles square—thirty people 
were discovered who did not attend Sunday-school, 
and who promised to study the lesson at least thirty 
minutes a week. Some of these explained that they 
could not read, but that they would persuade others 
to read to them. 

A few days after the Visitor left the supplies at the 
home of one of the illiterate members a young girl of 
sixteen, who lived across the mountain at the head of 
the creek, stopped in to make aneighborly call. Her 
great-grandmother was a full-blood Indian. Her 
mother was born and raised in a cabin which had no 
windows and only the earth for a floor. The only 
‘*edicated’’ member of the household was the young 
girl, who read to her parents on the rare occasions 
when she could find anything to read. 

The old lady on whom she called begged her to 
read from the Quarterly. She became so interested 
that she asked leave to take it home that she might 
read it to her mother. Soon mother and daughter 
sought the Visitor and asked to be enrolled in the 
Home Department. Study of the lesson from week 
to week awakened a desire for the guidance of a 
teacher at the Sunday-school, which she had been 
unwilling to attend. So she had her first experience 
of Sunday-school. Not longafter she accepted Christ 
and became a member of the church. Every Sunday 
she walks three miles from her mountain-cabin to the 
school. Already she is at work for her Master.. 
Neighbors say that the change she has been able to 


service 


How the Home Department Transforms Lives 


Stories of quiet heroism that tell more than the large 


By John T. Faris, D.D. 





Following the remarkable testimony to the power 
of the Home Department that is given on this page, 
a ** Sunday-school Clinic "”’ article by Hugh Cork, 
to be published in an early issue, will describe plans 
for Home Department work that have proved ef- 
fective in actual practise. 








work in the little home is marvelous. A few months 
ago the mother was so profane and uncouth that others 
were afraid of her ; now they can hardly realize that 
she is the same person, 


Why She Started a Home Department of Her Own 

But it is not necessary to go to the West Virginia 
mountains to find an unanswerable argument fér the 
Home Department. Within five miles of the offices 
of The Sunday School Times lives a. brave member 
of the Home Department who refuses to permit sick- 
ness or poverty to interfere with her hunger for active 
work for the Master. She is on the list of a Visitor 
from one of the Germantown churches, who makes 
regular calls at the modest little room where she suf- 
fers and smiles and works and prays. Neuritis inter- 
feres with her activity, but not with her faith. 

The fact that she is an invalid does not seem to her 
an excuse for failing to do her part in ministering to 
others. She has built up a Home Department of her 
own—shut-ins like herself in all parts of the country, 
missionaries on the foreign field, young people away 
from home—and to these she sends Quarterlies four 
times a year. Some of these are.supplied for her use 
by her home Sunday-school, while others are given 
by friends who have learned of her brave struggle. 
The postage bill is a large item for her, but she man- 
ages to pay this by denying herself some things that 
would be to others absolutely necessary. She does 
not think it sacrifice to give up these things, for it 
would be a greater privation if she were unable to 
reach her ‘‘family’’ through the mails. It is one of 
her greatest pleasures to write to her widely-scattered 
correspondents, and to read the letters which tell her 
how she has helped them. 

A few months ago it was the privilege of a friend 
to tell of her work in the hearing of some who asked 
to have a part in paying the postage on the Quarter- 
lies. One of these givers is a girl who spends ten 
hours a day ina factory ; she gave because the bravery 
of the Germantown invalid had enabied her to take a 
new view of life. 

Another giver asked that five dollars be used by 
the shut-in for her own pleasure. ‘‘Tell her I want 
her t6 feel that this is not for postage, but for some 


pleasure that she would not have otherwise.’’ Jn ac- 
knowledging the money, the invalid said : 
‘«She is most kind to me, a stranger. I must give 


part of the money to some of my poor people. The 
rest I will use to pay some one to read to me and 
some to go short rides; these will give me most 
pleasure."’ 


Where Suffering Spells Happiness 

‘*I have been a sufferer from spinal disease for 
eighteen years, and have been confined to my bed 
for fourteen years."’ 

One would naturally expect that the next paragraph 
in the letter written by a Rockford (Illinois) shut-in, 
from which these words are taken, would be a com- 
plaint about the difficulty of her life. But,no! This 
is what she adds : 

‘I am happy in my little corner, and Christ is 
very near and dear to me. I never let the blues get 
the best of me, for when [ feel them approaching I 
take my guitar and play and sing until I become so 
happy it seems I can look right into heaven. I look 
forward to the coming of the Home Department Vis- 
itor every three months, and I thank God that she 
has come into my life. She has five hundred and 
seventy members in her department. Many of them 
are invalids. Some of them have not walked for over 
twenty years. They read the Quarterly eagerly—a 
number of them go over it from beginning to end 
many times.'’ 

This Illinois sufferer is so cheerful that when the 
members of the Luther League of one of the Rockford 
churches were preparing for a meeting on ‘Little 





Deeds of Kindness,’ she was asked to send a paper 
on ‘*Kindness to Shut-ins."’ It was in the mind of 
those who planned for this to have her tell not only 
of kindnesses she had received, but of kindnesses she 
was showing to those less fortunate than herself. But 
she said nothing of what she was doing for others ; 
her heart was too full of gratitude to God and to her 
friends, and she was too modest to talk of her own 
deeds. This is part of the message she sent : 

*« I know a dear old woman who has gone through 
a great deal of mental suffering, and who was com- 
pelled to take in washing to support herself and her 
children. One day, after delivering a basketful of 
clean clothes, she called on me, and gave me the 
money that she had received in payment for her hard 
work. She wanted me to buy something to enjoy. 

‘* Another woman who teaches music, after giving 
a lesson to one of her pupils, called on me and left 
the money she had received for that lesson for me to 
‘ buy a treat’ with. 

‘* Last spring a gentleman made me a present of a 
desk telephone, and that ' phone has brought me more 
pleasure than anything I've got. The first days I 
had it were the happiest days of my life. I talked 
with thirty-five of my friends the first two days, and 
only one recognized my voice. It was over sixteen 
years since I had talked in a telephone, and it fright- 
ened me at first, but now I spend many moments 
talking with my friends, and enjoy it more and more. 

**Shortly before Christmas a pastor of one of the 
local churches telephoned and asked me if I would 
like to listen to some singing over the telephone. He 
had invited the choir of his church to the parsonage 
that evening for my special benefit, so they could’ sing 
the Christmas songs for me. 

«* Each Christmas for the past four or five years an 
old gentleman, who is in his seventies, and who is 
totally deaf, has sent me a little bag filled with dimes, 
nickels, and pennies, and last Christmas when I 
counted the change it amounted to $18.38. How rich 
I felt! And to know it was all my own ! 

‘*A woman who has recently returned from a trip 
around the world spent nearly three hours with me, 
taking me with her on her journey all the way from 
Rockford. She brought many souvenirs and pictures 
to show me. She left me much food for thought, 
and when I don’t sleep at night I take a trip through 
Japan, or Sicily, or some other interesting place,: and 
return much refreshed and no worse off for my 
journey.”’ 


The Other Part of Her Story 

It would be profitable to read the story of these 
deeds of kindness if there was nothing to be added to 
the record. But there is something to add—and the 
addition multiplies many times the beauty of the recital. 

The Illinois invalid has made so many friends be- 
cause she is always eager to show kindness to those 
less fortunate than herself. And she has received her 
inspiration for these deeds of kindness from the Home 
Department. 

In her message to the Luther League she tells of 
the friend who invited her ‘‘to buy something to 
enjoy'’; of the laundress who made a gift with which 
to buy a treat; of the business man who’ sent her 
eighteen dollars, so that she rejoiced because she was 
so rich, ‘*‘and to know that it was all my own."’ 

But I have learned how she used these gifts. Like 
the Germantown woman, she found her pleasure in 
treating others and spending her riches on them. In 
response to a request for definite information she 
wrote : 

‘*A few years ago I organized a Sunshine Circle, 
and I ask friends and those who are interested to put 
aside one penny every week through the year for my 
Sunshine fund, and the week before Christmas send 
or bring the money to me. Then I dividé it among 
poor shut-ins and very poor people. I call the mem- 
bers my sunbeams, Our aim is to bring a ray of sun- 
shine into those lonely and darkened lives on Christ- 
mas. My sunbeams are scattered from coast to coast 
and some live here. 

** Last Christmas I got forty dollars, and I cheered 
twenty-five shut-ins and poor people with it. 

‘* Last Christmas I used the medicine nest boxes 


(Continued on next page) 








Where the Church 








Wins Her Victories 


How to use rightly the two prayer centers that measure the 
spiritual pulse of Home and Church 


From the readers of The Sunday School Times there continue to come letters that 


tell in grateful words that family worship is not only 
During 1914 The Sunday 


pensable in their homes. 


cticable to-day, but is indis- 
hool Times hopes to publish 


many of these letters describing how family worship is observed under widely different 


circumstances. 


The Family Worship department of the Times, conducted by Dr. 


Stone, in its new and enriched form will continue to contribute to the strengthening 

of the home altar. In the all-day Prayer Conference, whose messages are given in this 

issue of the Times, the mid-week prayer service, the family altar of the church, had an 
appropriate place beside the home altar. 


The Home of Our Nation 


By William B. Oliver 
Secretary of the World’s Morning Watch 


BELIEVE it was Henry W. Grady, the brilliant 
Southern journalist, who said one ¢ime when he 
went to Washington and viewed the White House, 

** This is the home of my nation.’’ Afterward, when 
he dropped in to family prayer in a little home on a 
plantation in Georgia, and heard the father pleading 
with God for the salvation of the children, he said : 
‘¢1 was wrong when | looked upon the White House; 
this is the home of my nation ; this is the heart of 
things.”’ © 

I do not know what happened long ago. My mem- 
ory does not go back to the ‘‘good old times’’ of 
which we sometimes hear. I was not brought up in a 
home where family prayer was offered. But it has 
been my privilege to be in many a home where fam- 
ily prayer is made the very center of things, and the 
family altar finds the most prominent place, and I 
know the strength and the force of that institution. 

It is the father’s privilege to maintain a family 
altar, I need not go into the history that you will 
find recorded in the Old Testament, of how God 
planned that the father should be at the head of the 
home, and direct it and plan for it and shape it until 
it stood out in the community as a force. I need hot 
tell you that there would be , infinitely less .inconsist- 
ency among the business men of oyr. land if they 
started out every morning from the family altar. I 
need not tell you that there would be more obedience 
among the children if they had the example of a 
godly parent. _ All of that you know. And the fam- 
ily altar is the mother’s crown of rejoicing. 4 know 
more than one mother who wishes in her heart of 
hearts that the husband and father would maintain a 
family altar, And many a good woman's religious 
and spiritual ambitions are smothered because of the 
lack of co-operation on the part of the father. 

You may grant that the family altar ought to be 
built up in many a Christian home, And yet, you 
say, there are so many things that interfere. I re- 
member going into one of the Harlem flats, a little 
narrow bit of a house, on the top floor, where two 
Christian people lived, yes, three, because the mother 
of the young husband was spending a time with 
them ; and it was one of the gates of heaven to me to 
go inthere. They could not arrange to have the family 
worship at any time except at the close of the dinner 
hour, and even the clearing of the table was not so 
necessary that they would not push back their chairs 
and stop for ten minutes for the reading of the Word. 
And that old mother, that wonderful, little old woman 
of God, who had been doing hard work all of the 
seventy-five years of her life, who had just about as 
few luxuries as any white-haired woman I have ever 
known, never let the Scripture reading pass without 
some comment upon it. She would speak of a prom- 
ise, —how God had verified that in her life, and how 
forty or fifty, or ten years ago, or last week, God had 
made it real. Is it any wonder that the son and his 
wife were leaders in Christian work? Is it any won- 
der that those who went in for an evening meal went 
out refreshed and strengthened ? 

Family worship can be maintained—if we consider 
it important enough. And I have yet to have the 
circumstance described to mec where it could not be 
held if the people were determined to have it, if the 
members of the home really valued it sufficiently. 

It is out of the homes where Jesus Christ is recog- 
nized as the Elder Brother that go the boys and girls 
to the greater conquests for him, and I plead for 
many a little fellow and many a curly-headed little 
girl whom Jesus loves and whom he wants for his 
Kingdom and for his immediate service. 


I plead for them that you as parents, and so far as 
you can influence other parents, will make it possible 
for them to know Jesus Christ in the simplest, most 
natural way, by the daily recognition of him as Lord 
and Master, as leader of life, as the power by which 
they shall go out to resist temptation and to be strong 
and to do exploits. 

God is needing the boys and girls, but he gives it 
to you to mold their lives for his service. I know 
there are many parents who think that the Sunday- 
school, in its one hour, ought to tfain the children 
with all tke religious thinking and activity they should 
have. But the one hour in the Sunday-school cannot 
possibly combat all the days and hours in the home 
where Christ is not recognized. 

The Church needs the home as its backing. The 
world needs the Christian home as a source from 
which its workers are to come. God needs the home 
for the establishment of his Kingdom, He needs the 
home that is built about a family altar, a daily recog- 
nition of dependence upon God, a daily acceptance of 
divine power, and a daily. meeting-place for interces- 
sion, for the needs of the hungry-hearted world. 

New York City. 
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When the Church Learns What 
“Together” Means 


By Charles L. Mead, D.D. 


ESUS CHRIST always honors his disciples when 
they are fogether. When the Church of God 
meets together for the purpose of prayer, there 

comes that larger share of spiritual power which can- 
not be gained when one prays in private. Jesus came 
to the disciples on that evening of the resurrection 
when they were fogether, and manifested himself unto 
them and blessed them when they were /ogether. He 
came to them on the second Sabbath a week later 
when they were /ogether and manifested himself again. 
Before he left them, he told them to tarry in Jerusa- 
lem until they should receive the Spirit of power. 

Shall the mid-week prayer service of the church 
to-day be largely a copy of the Sunday service in form 
and aim? Shall we meet together and listen to the 
voice of the preacher, and quietly sit in meditatibn 
apon the word of truth that has been proclaimed? 
Those who are spiritually minded, and who insist upon 
the continuance of the mid-week prayer Service, answer 
no. They agree that the mid-week prayer service is the 
people's service ; that the burden of the service should 
be upon the hearts of the people ; that while the pas- 
tor may be the leader chosen to direct the thought in 
the meditation of the service, notwithstanding his 
leadership, there shall be a participation in the serv- 
ice on the part of the church membership. 

When the disciples had returned unto Jerusalem 
from Mt. Olivet, and ‘‘all continued with one accord 
in prayer and supplication,’’ they evidently were not 
met for instruction. There is nothing said in the 
Scriptures about instruction in that meeting. They 
were continuing simply in prayer and in supplication. 
And while they were praying, and were all with one 
accord in one place, ‘:suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them tongues parting 
asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon each one of 
them.”’ 

Out of that experience at Pentecost the church was 
organized. There was no organized church before 
Pentecost. The materials with which a church might 
be organized were already there, but it needed the 
touch of the Spirit to organize and fuse these mate- 
rials into a living, vital organism that could take up 
the burden of the work which Jesus Christ committed 


JANUARY 17, 10913 


to his followers, and that would move over the face of 
the earth with great conquest and, power. I would 
beg you to see that the church was born in a prayer- 
meeting. 

If you read this wonderful book, the Acts of the 
Apostles, you will find that the early church was satu- 
rated with prayer. You can scarcely read a single 
page, a single chapter, but you find the disciples to- 


gether in prayer. 


And to-day is it not the fact that the unbelieving .- 


world is so slowly convinced because the church is so 
little in prayer? When the church comes, ‘not for- 
saking the assembling of ourselves together as the 
manner of some is,’’ as we are told in Hebrews, but 
coming together, ‘‘ not drunken with wine, but filled 
with the Spirit,’’ singing and making praise to God, 
**with psalms and spiritual songs,’’ then somehow the 
world is convinced that the Spirit of God abides with 
his church and gives power to the movement to which 
we have given our allegiance. 

I feel that no revival will come to the church of 
Jssus Christ, and no great measure of power will be 
manifested to the world, unless we shall come to- 


' gether in prayer as a church, And it seems to me 


that the great want of our time in this busy and hur- 
ried rushing life of ours, when men tell me that they 
have not time to pray, is that the church of Jesus 
Christ shall have stated seasons and regular intervals, 
which it must include in ifs regular social program 
of engagements, when the individual believer must 
come to the Church of Christ in order that he may 
join with the people of God in prayer. — 

Some one has said that when the admiral of a great 
fleet, having received his orders to set sail out Over 
the sea; has commissioned his fleet and the vessels 
are all coaled and prepared for the voyage, ‘the 
last thing he does is to whip his fleet around into some 
sequestered quiet bay undisturbed by wind and wave, 
and there test the compass to see if ‘the compass ‘is 
true, to see if it points toward the north, so he may 
know on whatever sea he may sail or wherever he may 
voyage the direction in which he is going, and whither 
the journey leads. Something like this the prayer- 
meeting must be for the church. ff the pastor is the 
admiral of the fleet, he must bring the ships into the 
quiet waters of the wid-week service, that the compass 
of each life may be tested, that we may see. that our 
wills are in‘ harmony with the divine will; and that We 
are pursuing the path across the sea of life which will 
at last lead us into into harbor and the haven of 
Peace. ith , 

New York Ciry. 
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Home Department Life Stories 
(Continued from preceding page) 


for the shut-ins. 
as follows : 

‘¢*No. 1. Dr. Sunshine. Helpful for all com- 
plaints, especially mental, if mixed with a good de- 
gree of-faith, hope, and sunshine.’ 

‘**No. 2. Dr. Love. Use on Christmas eve, or 
soon after.’ 

‘¢*No, 3. Dr. Surprise. 
open next box.’ 

‘“©*No. 4. Dr. Joy. Use according to your own 
will. In that box I put brand new greenbacks, size 
according’ to the circumstances of the recipients.’’ 

Note that she gives the credit to others. Yet she 
herself earns a part of the money she spends, During 
the year an astonishing number of dainty crocheted 
articles, embroidered towels, handherchiefs, etc., are 
prepared by her and sold. The money thus ob- 
tained is spent in purchasing Christmas presents for 
those who would otherwise be overlooked. : 

And this is not all, There are’ eighty-six corre- 
spondents on her list—and most of these are not those 
on whom she counts for cheer, but people all over the 
world who count on her for messages of optimism, 
hope, and love. To one downhearted sufferer she 
wrote : , 

‘«God does not punish us by sending these afflic- 
tions, but because he loves us, and can use us for |iis 
service this way, better than any other.’’ 

Of this Home Department optimist a local reporter 
said : ‘*She has learned to‘turn her own suffering 
into happiness for others. It is to such as this that 
One will say, at the Great Sunrise, ‘Inasmuch as ye 
did it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
did it unto me.’ ”’ 

Is the Home Department worth while? What 
would the world do without an agency that brings 
shut-ins to Christ and inspires such deeds of helpful- 
ness ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


On the boxes I wrote presciptions 


If anxious or curious, 
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Flashes of Light from the Dark Continent 


What one sees in Africa from the *“ 





A New Year’s Thank-Offering 

N Southern Nigeria, January 1 has to yield the New 
Year palm to September 21. A primitive Meth- 
odist missionary tells the story of the transforma- 
tion of that heathen New Year into a Christian first- 
fruits anniversary. Hitherto on that day the negroes 
have held their feast of body-cleansing for atonement. 
For three days all are busy washing their bodies 
and putting on new clothes, Many of the women 
and children have their bodies tattooed with figures 
of snakes, lizards, and small fish, each in an American 
rivalry,to look the handsomest. The head chief is 
master of ceremonies which have as their object the 


‘feasting of all the spirits of dead chiefs in the hope 


that they will protect the people, and grant them long 
lifeand plenty of children. Then sacrifices are offered 
beside an aged tree, and the chief takes off a necklace 
and leaves it-there, saying; ‘‘ We have taken off our 
sins and-given them to you,’’ thus beginning the new 
year purified and forgiven. ‘ 

By dint of much agitation, Mr. Groves, the mis- 
sionary, has induced them to make it a time of 
thanksgiving. Last September the plan was executed. 
At the Sunday service gifts of eggs, yams, plantain, 
bananas, cocoanuts, limes, oranges, palin nuts, sugar- 
cane,.and other things, were brought to the church as 
a thank-offering to God: The next morning a sale of 
these freewill offerings netted $2.50. 

Lest the reader should think this a beggarly sum, 
he is reminded that the high cost of living has not yet 
dawned in Ikot-Ekpene. Thus you may buy for a 
cent in. that town thirty bananas, or ten oranges, or 
ten ears of corn, or an egg, or half a yam—an African 
potato, twelve inches long and about ten inches in 
circumference. These gifts are awakening a true 
sense of gratitude to God as the giver of all, and 
already the work there is most encouraging. 


Answering a Shameful Question 


N Donald Fraser's inspiring volume, ‘‘ Winning a 
Primitive People,’’ just issued (Seeley, Service & 
Co., London, § shillings), he tells us what he has 

been privileged to witness during some sixteen years 
of arduous service. It answers conclusively that 
shameful question, ‘‘Do Missions Pay?’’ 

*«IT have seen,’’ he writes, ‘‘the beggarly shelter in 
which some poor old widows were housed in the 
rainy season, open to rain and cold, comfortless and 
filthy. They had no power to erect a decent hut, 
and their heathen friends had no use for them. And 
I have seen the Christian boys spending days, while 
they were still busy with their own houses, building a 
goodly dwelling for some poor widow. I have seen 
the body of a little baby lying in a stream, thrown 
away by its own [heathen] mother because its upper 
teeth had appeared before its lower ; and I have seen 
the tender care of a Christian mother for her weakly 
twins and deformed children, whom she had accepted 
as a gift from God worthy of all her maternal love. .. 
I know men and women whose lives were drunken, 
whose conversation was filthy, and whose passions 
were demoniacal, changed to sober-living, clean-talk- 
ing, kindly and compassionate people... And I know 
men whose hands were red with the blood of the slain, 
and whose kraals were stocked with what they had 
robbed, becoming peaceable citizens of the kingdom 
and fervid evangelists of the Message of Peace."’ 

If you will read the book through, you, with its 
author, will be unable to thank God with dry eyes. 


% 


Storming a Moslem Stronghold 


FGHANISTAN, the last ‘‘Hermit Kingdom of 
Asia,’’ is now being beleaguered on the western 
flank, through the Persian mission station of 

Meshed. Moslem fanaticism is weakening, and even 
in Afghanistan itself there are signs of awakening. 
The Ameer has established a university in Kabul, put 
up a telephone between important cities, and has also 
connected them with good roads, upon which a mo- 
tor-car service is to ply, has a printing-office and 
newspaper, besides operating factories for making 
soap, fire-arms, ammunition, shoes, and cloth. 


Watch Tower” 


By Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 








To Win Christianity’s Greatest Foe 


What many think the strongest appeal brought to 
the World’s Sunday School Convention at Zurich was 
the appeal of the more than 80,000,000 Mohammedan 
children of Asia and Africa, living in unspeakable en- 
vironments. So startling in their revelation of the 
present peril and opportunity were the conclusions 
reported to the Convention by the Moslem Commission 
headed by Bishop J. C. Hartzell and Dr. S. M. Zwemer, 
that the Moslem World sprang into the first place in _ 
the program of the World’s Sunday School Association. 


Large plans are being launched, and to bring these 
before the Christians of North America, and to give a 
view of the new needs and opportunities, several lead- 
ers of world-fame will make a tour of thirteen cities, 
from @ebruary 2 to 11, 1914, holding conferences and 
public meetings in each place. Tour Party 1 will in- 
clude Bishop J. C. Hartzell, Dr. C. T. Erickson, Frank 
L. Brown; Tour Party 2 will include Dr. S. M. Zwemer, 
Stephen van R. Trowbridge, Marion Lawrance. 


The following is the proposed itinerary for this Mos- 
lem Campaign. (It will be noted that on some dates 
the tour parties are joined together in the campaign.) 











Tour TouR 

DATE ParTY t PARTY 2 
Monday February 2 Grand Rapids 
Tuesday « 3 Detroit Detroit 
Wednesday “ 4 Columbus Toledo 
Thursday " s Wheeling Pittsburgh 
Friday ” 6 Altoona Harrisburg 
Saturday * 7 Philadelphia Philadelphia 
Sunday * 8 Philadelphia Philadelphia 
Monday ” 9 Brooklyn Brooklyn 
Tuesday * 10 New York New York 
Wednesday “ tr Poughkeepsie 


To these cities will be brought, through men who 
are the outstanding figures in the Moslem World, 
first-hand, living testimony that will show why “ to- 
day is the appointed time to strike the blow which will 
mean death to sin and life to Christianity in Moslem 
lands.””’ The Sunday School Times is planning to bring 
to its readers the vision of this work, which for sev- 
eral months to come is to be counted as of first impor- 
tance in the Sunday-school’s world campaign. 











On the Missionary Firing Line 


Halting Islam.—In Borneo the zeal of a simple native 
evangelist has opened the upper reaches of its majestic 
rivers to the Rhenish Missionary Society, which has es- 
tablished stations there that will prevent the inroads of 
Islam. 


Has Slavery Ceased ?—Those asserting that slavery in 
Africa has ceased should read the article, ‘* Slavery in 
Anno Domini 1913,’’ in the August Contemporary Re- 
view, where Joseph Burtt asserts that on the islands of 
San Thomé and Principe there are 35,000 Angola slaves. 
Our cup of cocoa costs more than we pay for it. 


Is Tyre Awakening ?—Tyre, ‘‘surrounded by sea and 
sand, a queen bereft of her queenliness, with no magnifi- 
cence about her ruin,’’ has nevertheless many living stones 
won from the Moslem environment. The British Syrian 
Mission has in the girls’ school alone about two hundred 
pupils, most of them Mohammedans, with no room for the 
many new girls clamoring for admission. 


A Christian Queen’s Missionary Prayer.—In wel- 
coming the Edinburgh Conference Continuation Commit- 
tee to the Hague last November Queen Wilhelmina spoke 
words that may be read as her missionary prayer: ‘* May 
our zeal be roused and hallowed, and may all the laborers 
in God’s vineyard be fitted for the task to which they are 
personally called, May the truth which is in Christ en- 
lighten the darkness of human misery ; and may the un- 
searchable riches of his divine love awaken joy and glad- 
ness in the hearts of all God’s creatures,’’ 


In Your Missionary Prayers 





Pray for Africa, that Christians in the Pentecostal 
regions of Uganda, Nyasaland, Kamerun, and the 
Congo may not lose their zeal for saving others. 

That in South Africa there may be as great unanim- 
ity of heart and objective as has just been realized in 
Eastern Equatorial Africa. 

For workers in the gold and diamond centers of 
Johannesburg and Kimberly, that they may so wisely 
and zealously plan and conduct their evangelistic and 
educational wosk that multitudes will take the message 
ftom' the mines to the kraals of the Sub-Continent. 


What Happened at Kikuyu 


EFORE the era of missionary periodicals, old 
Jonathan Edwards anxiously scanned the news- 
letters of his day to see whether he could not 

find ‘‘some news favorable to the interests of religion 
in the world. If I heard the least hint of anything 
that happened in any part of the world,'’ he wrote, 
‘*that appeared in some respect or other to have a 
favorable aspect on the interests of Christ's kingdom, 
my soul eagerly catched at it, and it would animate 
and refresh me."’ . 

Such reading of modern secular newspapers is help- 
ful, Thus an editorial in the London Times of De- 
cember 5 tells of an event in Kikuyu, British East 
Africa, which it agrees with the Bishop of Zanzibar in 
declaring to have surpassed in importance to the 
Anglican Church everything that has happened since 
the Reformation; while a writer'in The Scotsman, 
who was present, asserts that it was the most wonder- 
ful gathering he had ever seen. 

Briefly it was this: For three years the movement 
toward federation of the various missions in eastern 
equatorial Africa had been increasing in momentum 


‘until the closing week of last June. At that time 


representatives of the Church of England, the Estab- 
lished Church of Scotland, the Africa Inland Mission, 
the Friends’ Industrial Mission, the United Metho- 
dists, the Lutheran Mission, and the Seventh-Day 
Adventists, assembled in the Presbyterian Church of 
Kikuyu, in Roosevelt's big game region, and talked 
and prayed into being a Christian bond of the greatest 
significance. It had its genesis in the desires of the 
Uganda Greatheart, Bishop Willis, and of Dr. Scott 
of Kikuyu, of sainted memory. , 

For Africa it means that this federation of mission- 
ary societies will ultimately lead to the Union of the 
native churches, Meanwhile, founded on the Scrip- 
tures as the supreme rule of faith and practise and the 
acceptance of the deity of Christ and of his atonement, 
these churches recognize a common membership bé- 
tween them, agree to the regular administration of the 
two sacraments, a common church organization and 
discipline, a wise comity and division of territory, 
and an educated ministry following a prescribed study. 

To seal this great pact, on the evening of June 27 
a Church of Scotland minister preached the sermon, 
the Episcopal Bishop of Mombasa administered the 
sacrament, and all of the mixed company received the 
communion from a bishop's hands. 


% 


Pentecost in Kamerun 


BOUT three hundred miles, as the crow flies, to 
the southeast of Ikot-Ekpene, is the marvelous 
work of American Presbyterians. Its import- 

ance may be judged from the facts reported last May 
to their General Assembly. Its sixty-three men and 
women missionaries lead a native force 6f 257, who 
work through and in fifteen organized churches, — 
fourteen of which are self-supporting,—with a total 
membership of 4,144. The catechumen classes are 
training for membership 15,257 persons, An attend- 
ance of 9,067 boys and 497 girls fills to overflowing 
their 125 schools. To support the work, the natives 
gave last year $14,474, the buying power of which is 
shown in the first article on this page. In seven years 
the work has increased one thousand per cent. 
‘*Mere weight of numbers,’’ they report, ‘‘is a 
problem; audiences number thousands, converts 
hundreds ; multitudes are accessible and receptive, 
and pleas for instruction pour in. Self-support and 
evangelism characterize the Church. Native pastors, 
native evangelists supported by native funds, native 
teachers scattered through jungle towns, prophesy a 
self- propagating, self-perpetuating Church. One 
native church supports twenty-three evangelists."’ 
The September Assembly Herald states that last 
April's Communion Sunday brought Efulen’s largest 
attendance, —2,638 people, —of whom fifty-three con- 
fessed Christ that day. Some of them came as far as 
eighty miles, sleeping three or four nights on the 
road. ‘*We do not put up the church-walls any 


more, for if we do we are sure to have a large crowd 
and to have to take them down, that those outside 
may see and hear,’’ théy write. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


ID you ever think about the progress that has 
been made in artificial illumination in the past 
fifty years? First it was just tue tallow-dips, 

and then it was discovered that the whale would 
make more oil than a lot of pigs. Next came Mr. 
Jonathan Watson who, in 1855, found an oily sub- 
stance oozing out of his farm in Pennsylvania. He 
had it analyzed, but neither the chemist nor he 
thought much of the result: In 1859, Colonel Drake, 
who lived at Titusville, Pennsylvania, began to drill 
heles in the ground to find out more about this oily 
substance that oozed. He foundout that right under 
his feet there was a regular sea of oil. Men had been 
going to bed in the dark, or groaning because of the 
high price of whale oil, when all the time there was 

lenty of good light to be had right under their feet. 
But that light was somewhat dangerous and offensive 
in smell, and awkward to handle, so Mr, Edison came 
along with the electric light. What is it going to be 
next? Well, we can’t say for certain, but you can 
be sure that it is going to be something better than 
our present electric lights. There is another kind of 
light that men need still more. Jesus had it in per- 
fection, and it comes the same old way,—ask, seek, 
knock. There are wells of a heavenly knowledge 
waiting for you to drill for them. 


The Teacher's Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 
Sometimes one feels of a given lesson that there is 
‘* nothing to teach in it,” and other times one is quite 
embarrassed to know where to begin, because there 
is so much that ought to be said. he lesson of this 
week is of the latter sort, and will ‘‘ get away from 
us" if we are not quite clear just what to spend the 
time on and what to leave out. ‘' Leaving out” is a 
great art. We have the Lord's-Prayer to study, and 
the parable and appenent with which Jesus followed 
it up.’ Three highly important things. 
Since it is quite impossible to _ detailed study 
of the model prayer in the brief period of a class- 
time, possibly it may be: well to give an analysis of 
it such as those suggested by Dr. Thomas in Wed- 
nesday’s and Sunday's studies. The practical thing 
in this lesson is to drive home the meaning of the 
parable with its direct command of Jesus to ‘* Ask, 
seek, knock.” Mr. Ridgway gives many a hint for 
this, and Mr, Gordon and Dr. ‘Thomas emphasize it. 
If the teacher will find for himself the wonderful 
messages on prayer given in the special prayer arti- 
cles of this number, he may get many suggestions 
for teaching points. Just wha? to pray for is consid- 
ered in the article by Dr. Francis on page 35, and an 
illuminating study of the Lord’s Prayer and of the 
reat prayer of John 17 is given. Intercession in its 
eeper meaning and its threefold nature is considered 
by Mr. Frost on page 36. A glimpse of our Lord’s 
own prayer life and its meaning for us is admirably 
given by Mr, Speer on page 46. 


The Class in Session 
Luke tells us more intimately personal things about 
esus than the other Gospels. He tells us about 
esus’ prayer habits. Jesus prayed,—Dr. Thomas 
thinks that he probably was praying aloud (Monday 
study), but the essential thing is that he rey Soe as a 
man (Mr. Gordon’s first paragraph) ana his disciples 
knew it, and were thereby stimulated to ask to be 
taught to pray. This is the kind of an opening that 
Jesus, as a good teacher, never overlooked. Jesus’ 
first response was to give them a model serge. And 
this mode] we may consider as having the essentials 
of all true prayer. Let us analyze it with Dr, Thomas: 
1. The address to God. 
2. The attitude of the worshiper. 
3. The petitions of the worshiper. 
(1.) For physical needs, 
(2.) For spiritual needs, 
Or we may divide it into two sections: 
1. Godward 
Salutation—Our Father. 
1.) Hallowed be thy name. 
i Thy kingdom come. 
(3.) Thy will be done. 
2. Manward. 
(1.) Give us this day our daily bread. 
(2.) Forgive us our debts. 
(3-) Lead us not into temptation. 
(4.) Deliver us from evil. 
This last petition is found in Matthew's Gospel, but 
not in Luke’s. ‘The phrase. ‘* For thine is the king- 
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Luke II : I-13. Commit verses 9, 10 


1 And it came to pass, as he was praying in a certain place, 
that when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, 
teach us to pray, even as John also taught his disciples. 2 And 
he said unto them, When ye pray, say, ' Father, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come.? 3 Give us day by day * our 
daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins ; for we ourselves also 
forgive every one that is indebted to us. And bring us not 
into temptation.* 

5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, 
and shall go unto him at midnight, and say to him, Friend, 
lend me three loaves ; 6 for a friend of mine is come to me 
from a journey, and | have nothing to set before him ; 7 and 
he from within shall answer and say, ‘Trouble me not: the 
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed ; J} can- 
not rise and give thee? 8 I say unto you, Though he will ot 
rise and give him because he is his friend, yet because of his 
importunity he will arise and give him 5as many as he need- 
eth. g And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you. 10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 
11 And of which of you that is a father shall his son ask a 
® loaf, and he give hima stone? or a fish, and he for a fish 
give him a serpent? 12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he give 

im ascorpion? 13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 

eavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him ? 

1 Many ancient authorities read Our Father, who art in heaven. 
See Mt. 6.9. *% Many ancient authorities add 7hy will be done, as in 
heaven, so on earth, Mt.6.10. %Gr. our bread for the coming 
day. Or, our needful bread: as in Mt. 6. 11. 4 Many ancient 
authorities add dut deliver us from the evil one (or, frow evil). 

Mt. 6. 13. 5 Or, whatsoever things © Some ancient authorities omit 
a loaf, and he gave him a stone? or 
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< 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘Times] 

Verse 1.—Where was Jesus at this time? Was he 
probably praying in secret? Who were John’s disciples, 
and what had he taught them about prayer? (Riddle ; 
Mackie, 1; Thomas, Monday study.) 

Verse 2.—What is the meaning of ‘* Hallowed be thy 
name’’? What does ‘‘kingdom’”’ mean in this verse? 
(Riddle ; Gordon, 4; ‘Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verses 2-4.—Why is the Lurd’s Prayer, as here given, 
so much briefer than the form that is commonly used now? 
(Riddle, 3; Gordon, 3 ; Thomas, Tuesday.) 

Verse 3.—What does ‘‘ daily bread’’ mean? (Riddle.) 

Verse 4.—Does this verse suggest that the ground of 
our forgiveness is forgiving others? What is the signifi- 
cance of the petition, ‘‘ Bring us not inte temptation ’’? 
(Riddle ; Gordon, 5; ‘Thomas, Wednesday ; Class in Ses- 
sion, 2.) 

Verse 5.—Was it at all probable that a person would 
ever go to his friend at midnight on such an errand as this ? 
(Riddle ; Mackie, 3, 4; Themas, Thursday; Class in Ses- 
sion, 3.) 

Verse 8.—Does this suggest that God is moved by im- 
portunity more* than by love fer his children? (Riddle ; 
Gordon, 8, 9; Ridgway, 1; Thomas, Thursday.) 

Verse 9.—What is the distinction between asking, seek- 
ing, and knocking? (Riddle; Gerdon, 10-12; Ridgway, 
2, 3; Thomas, Friday.) 

Verse 13.—What did the disciples probably understand 
by Jesus’ reference here to the Holy Spirit? (Riddle; 
Thomas, Saturday.) 








dom and power and glory,” is omitted from the 
American Revision, even in Matthew's Gospel. Yet 
it is a fitting conclusion for Christians to use. 

We ought to study very carefully and thoughtfully 
each one of these petitions, and as Mr. Gordon says 
(paragraph 3), we ought to try to shape our personal 
prayers on that model, Praying first 7o One whom 
we know as father, and then that he may be honored 
among men and obeyed by men. What Jesus said 
about seeking first the kingdom of God is illustrated 
in this part of the prayer. Then comes the petition 
for our physical needs (Mr. Gordon's fifth paragraph 
and Dr. Riddle on v. 3). In asking for forgiveness 
we are shown that forgiveness is possible only to the 
forgiving. Dr. Riddle (v. 4) says that forgiveness is 
the evidence, not the ground of forgiveness. The 
next petition has caused a good deal of anxious 
thought, because it seems to imply that unless asked 
not to, God might lead us into temptation. We must 
see that this cannot bethe meaning. Two things we 
know for sure. God never solicits man to do evil 
{ as. 1: 13). God does bring men into testing-hours 

or their own development. Jesus was led of the 
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted (tested) of 
the evil one (Matt. 4:1). We need not twist these 
words into any strained shape to dodge their plain 


meaning. It manifestly means this: 1. Sin is our 
greatest Gread. 2. We distrust our own power to 
resist it. 3. Werely upon the Father to protect us 


from the power of the evil-one. Mr. Gordon has a 
valuable suggestion in paragrepe 5. 
Jesus followed this model prayer with a parable, 


THE UNFRIENDLY NEIGHBOR 


Golden Text: Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.—Luke 11 : 9 





the purpose of which was to teach his friends that 

rayer must not only be made, but must be persisted 
in, ‘The story was a probable one. Dr. Mackie 
shows how it might happen. The meaning of the 
parable is this: An unwilling and sleepy neighbor 
will get up and give you what you want when your 
shameless persistence assures him that you are in 
earnest. If you are equally in earnest with God, do 
you think he will prove harder to move than a sleepy 
man? Mr. Ridgway (paragraphs 1-3) shows that it 
is the way of all success in life, mental and spiritual. 

After the parable, i<* goes on to add a word lest 
some one might think from the parable that God is 
reluctant to give. Thecomparison between the three 
articles of food and other things was probably a 
common proverb, but the application that Sesms gave 
was quite new. ‘‘How much more,” as Dr. Thomas 
says (Saturday study), will God give the very best 
thing he has to his children if they ask it. 


A Lesson Summary 

Jesus’ teaching on prayer was as plain as daylight, 
and on nothing is he more explicit and unqualified. 
He never argues the question as to whether prayer is 
necessary or will be heard, but simply makes declara- 
tions so plain that a child of reasoning age can un- 
derstand them, while a philosopher can do no more 
than follow them. There is a right wayto pray. ‘The 
man whose praying omits thankfulness and appre- 
ciation of his Heavenly Father, and a desire for his 
will to be accomplished, does not understand who he 
is praying to, and is out of touch with headquarters 
to begin with. And the man who does not pray for 
physical things fails to recognize whence they come. 
And the man who does not pray for defense against 
evil will fall before it from lack of appreciating its 
power. And more than all this, the man who prays 
must stick to his praying, for in so doing he pro- 
vides a way by which God can send the blessing, 


Questions for Class Use 


1, Why was this occasion just the right time to introduce 
the teaching about prayer? 

2, ‘How ‘ean we model our prayers after this one? 

3. Why ought we to consider our life from God’s point 
of view first? 

4. How is God’s name hallowed? 

5. Why must we pray to be delivered from evil? 

6. Why is persistence in prayer necessary ? 

7- What is Christ’s argument to convince us that God is 
not unwilling to give on right requests? 


Other Teaching Points 

It is not a bad thing to let other persons know about 
your habits of prayer, if they are good ones, It may pro- 
voke to imitation as Jesus’ disciples were stimulated by 
seeing him pray. 

There is only one adjective in the Lord’s Prayer, and 
that is the word ‘‘daily.’? This word is very significant, 
meaning probably ‘‘ bread for to-morrow,’ and teaches us 
not to look too far ahead, but to look ahead at least 
that far. 

The Socialists think that we need a better system of 
laws, and a more equitable distribution of common property 
and natural resources. They are quite right about this, 
but this outward reform would avail nothing unless, in- 
wardly, men were like God. 

Don’t forget that a child of God must be as keen as a 
razor in his watching and planning against evil. It 
never pays to sbut one’s eyes to the possibility of doing 
wrong. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Luke 11 ; 14-26, 33-36.) 
|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. } 

Some of Jesus’ teaching was brought out by the 
questions of his disciples, and some of it came in an- 
swer tothe unjust criticisms of those who were op- 
posed to him. Once he did a great work of healing, 
and cured a man that was dumb from the effect of 
being possessed by a demon, and his unscrupulous 
enemies said that he was in league with the Devil. 
This gave him an opportunity to give a most prac- 
tical lesson on mental darkness and light. 

1. Show from this lesson that evidence of righteousness 
is not enough to convince. 

2. What is the argument in verses 17-19? 

3. What did he mean by gathering and scattering? 

4. What is the practical application of 24-26? 

5. What is a darkened mind? 

6. See if you can discover in the lesson : 


A welcome speaker. 
Perverted evidence. 
A loafer’s danger. 
The price of peace, 
Opened windows. 


Evanston, ILL. 


LESSON FOR FEB. f (Luke 11 : 1-13) 


The Winning Trait 
By S. D. Gordon 


ESUS Prayep. That is a tremendous fact that 

stands out "ite in his brief life. Prayer was 

a fixed habit. e needed to pray; so his un- 

derstanding of the Father’s plan was kept clear, his 

steady, his spirit gentle, his daily life fresh 

as the new dew. And sothe power came that met 

men’s needs and transformed their lives. The Son 

God insisted on living as a man, and so prayer 
bulked big. 

Action is contagious. You watch another do 
something, and there’s a strong impulse to do the 
same tiing. Most of what we do is imitation. 
Somebody is doing to-day what he has seen you do. 
Everybody we meet is different because of the touch 
with us. Phese men watched Jesus pray, and wanted 
to do it too, We're being watched. May others’ 
imitation of you and me prove to be an imitation of 
him we follow. 

This exquisite form of prayer is more; it is a 
model on which to shape all praying. The fewer 
words of the Luke Revision do not omit any thought 
of the fuller form. Simplicity and breadth are won- 
drously united. When the Spirit — the prayer 
will be as simple as a young child’s speech, and as 
comprehensive as life and need. a A of the prayer, 
and the frs?¢ half, is Godward. You can always 

ray better for what you need when your heart is 
Fail of the thought of God, his love and power. 

We are children; he is our Father. Daily, we 
take the child’s place, and gratefully open up for the 
Father’s care. Grateful appreciation and glad sur- 
render repeat the word ‘‘hallowed.” And out of 
this grows the intense longing that the Father's way 
—the love way-—may prevail down here. Another's 
way—a bad, selfish way—clearly has right of way at 

resent. In the sharp clash of the two we get on the 

ather’s side. So we may help bring the King’s 
spirit into individual men, and the King himself and 
his kingdom to the earth. 

Then come our needs. When ‘‘ Father” is spelled 
out big and warm, and the Father’s plans become 
our purposes, our needs are freely told, with a com- 
fortable feeling in our heartsaboutthem. Our needs 
swamp us often, yet a simple threefold statement 
covers them all. And the Father thinks into each 
thing, little and great. Our bodies, our sins, and our 
enemy; the present bodily needs, the past wrong- 
doings, the day’s choices,—this. covers every personal 
need. Every bodily needis supplied by him, through 
human effort and. sometimes without, Our. open 
doers help him give.as oar | as he would. . The for- 
giveness we need is coupled with the forgiveness we 
give. Forgiveness freely given opeas our lives for 
the Saviour’s cleansing touch, ‘Lead us not,” prac- 
tically means that we choose to follow his leading. 
We refuse to goalone. We choose to go at every 
turn only as he leads. 

Delayed answer to prayer is one of the sore sub- 
jects. After prayer starts right the winning-point 
is persistence. The only two prayer-parables (Luke 
11: 5-9; 18;1-8) emphasize ‘persistence. When the 
answer doesn’t come we are tempted to lose heart. 
The winning trait is holding on until the answer 
does come, And it comes. PS 

In this story the insistence is carried tothe extreme 
of “shamelessness. The man wasn’t ashamed to 
rouse up the whole family at such an unseasonable 
hour, nor to rout his neighbor out of bed. His sense 
of need overcame his natural reluctance. It’s only 
when the sense of need overwhelms us that our per- 
sistence will overwhelm everything in the way. 

The reason for the persistence is not in God. 
Prayer is a man joining hands with God against the 
evil one. The last half of the Jast chapter of Paul's 
special prayer-epistle, Ephesians, emphasizes this. 
There is a power of evil at work, subtly, often 
silently, relentlessly, heartlessly. The winning fac- 
tor in that conflict is persistent prayer in Jesus’ great 
Name. The movement in prayer is from God, who 
inspires it, through the man, whose life and lips re- 
peat it as his own, against ee genes of evil. : 

Lest any would think that God is reluctant, like 
this neighbor, Jesus tells how God gives; it is ‘‘ much 
more” than we ask, with ‘‘ how” as an exclamation 
point foremphasis. There are three ways of giving— 
man’s, the devil’s, and God’s. The human father 
gives what is needed. The devil seems to give, but 
it proves deceitful and hurtful; your hungry teeth 
come down on a stone; the fish proves to be a serpent 
ready to strike; the small white egg turns out to be 
an uncoiling scorpion waiting to sting. God sends a 
special Friend to live with you; his presence recog- 
nized insures every need fully supplied. 

Ask for the thing you need or desire, and it shall 
be given you. God’s partisdone. He gives. If it 
hasn’t yet come to you, seek, seek earnestly, persist- 
ently to find out why. Turn things upside down, 
ransack life, and motives and circumstances and dif- 
ficulties. And you shall find. You may find some- 
thing in yourself that has hindered your receiving.» 
The giving Hand is reaching down to give, but your 
hand may not be far enough out, or not directly 
under his; there’s lack of connection somewhere. 

Or, it may be that all this is quite straight, but 
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there may be another hand, an unseen evil hand, 
reaching out to hinder the up-raised hand from = 
ting in touch with the down-reaching hand. Seek to 
get through the stoppages, whatever they are, and 
you shall find the thing you need. And if in your 
seeking you come to closed doors’ or stone-walls, 
knock, and then knock more; keepon knocking; and 
the door will open, and the stone-wall will break 
down. There’s a gate at the end of every blind- 
alley, but it takes God’s guiding hand on your own 
to find bolt and latch. 

The thing zs given; it sha// be found; the way 
wil/open. A difficulty is an index finger pointing 
toa treasure. An obstacle is a chance for a victory. 
Push steadily on and the obstacle will down, and you 
shall have what you need, and have new strength in 

ourself, and re-new-ed faith in the power of , es 
ame. 

New York City. 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME.—Probably in January, A. D. 30, after the 
Feast of Dedication, though Luke’s account is 
indetinite. 

Place.—Uncertain ; possibly near Bethany, or in 
Perzea, to which region our Lord retired after the 
Feast of Dedication (John 10: 40). 

The Two Forms of the Lord’s Prayer.—There is 
little reason for doubting that these two forms were 
given on different occasions, The briefer readings 
in the text of the Revised Version are well sustained, 
while those in the margin show an attempt to create 
a closer resemblance to the form in Matthew 6. ‘The 
existence of the two indicates that the Lord’s Prayer 
is a model, not a prescribed form. Certainly Luke’s 
report shows that it was not in liturgical use when he 
wrote his Gospel. : 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 1.—/n a certain place: As our Lord was 
wont to pray on mountains, the Mount of Olives may 
have been the ‘‘place.” It is probable, but not cer- 
tain, that he was praying in secret.—As John also 
taught his disciples: There is no other mention of 
this in the Gospels, but it is quite in accordance with 
John’s character, Some of the Twelve had been 
among John’s disciples, and doubtless many still re- 
garded themselves as his followers. 

Verse 2.—Father: This is the essential idea of the 
longer form.—Ha/lowed be thy name: That is, may 
all whereby God makes himself known be set apart 
as holy, or consecrated. Two petitions concerning 
God come first.— 4 kingdom come: While the 
kingdom of God, in the New Testament, usually re- 
fers to the rule that Christ is establishing on the 
earth, the tense here used points to the consumma- 
tion of this rule in the triumph of the kingdom. 

Verse 3.—Our daily bread: The term rendered 
‘*daily” occurs nowhere in Greek literature except 
here and in Matthew 6 : 11. Volumes have been 
written on its origin and meaning. The margin of 
the American Revised Version gives the two more 
probable senses, either of which is tantamount te 
** daily.” 

Verse 4.—Sins ; God only can forgive sins, but we 
can forgive those zadebted to us; This ineludes more 
than material obligations. The habitual attitude of 
forgiveness is the evidence, not the ground, of God’s 
forgiveness of us.—Aring: The verb is thus ren- 
dered, as a rule, in the New Testament. 

Verses 5-7.—Shall gounto himat midnight: This 
parable is within the bounds of ty oe y. Travel- 
ing at night was common in the East, and the de- 
mands of hospitality, in a case like this, were deemed 


— 
erse 8. sn Seeertunty : Literally, ‘‘ shameless- 
ness.” The parable implies a contrast between the 
conduct of the selfish man, who at last yields to im- 
portunity, and God, who delays for his own wise 
reasons. This contrast is fully stated in verse 13, 
and the teaching of that verse forbids the thought 
that God is moved by importunity more than by love 
for his children. 

Verse 9.—Ask... seek... knock; These terms 
present a climax, carrying out the figure of the pre- 
ceding parable, as ‘‘ knock” plainly suggests. 

Verses 11, 12.—A ~~ Se .. @ Stone: Here and in 
the two other contrasted gifts there is an outward re- 
semblance. The things asked for were common arti- 
cles of diet in those days. 

Verse 13.—Being evil: This assumes the sinful- 
ness and selfishness of men; but the coatext implies 
that paternal affection can, and does, overcome this 
native selfishness. — Heavenly Father: Literally, 
‘* Father from heaven.” — 7he Holy Spirit: Matthew 
(7 : 11), ‘good things.” But the Holy Spirit is the 
best of these promised good things. That the Twelve 
had some knowledge of the Holy Spirit, and of his 
work in the hearts of men, appears from the numer- 
ous instances in the Gospels which speak of him. 
There is no necessity for finding a reference to the 
Pentecostal gift, or for supposing that the Holy Spirit 
was not bestowed in a measure before that event. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Hanging On.— Because of his importunity (v. 8). 
‘*Stick to clams and keep a yellin’,” as the fish 
huckster said. This is not comparing God, but con- 
trasting him. If a selfish man can be moved by 
importunity, how much more a bountiful Father 
(Psa. 103: 5 ; Matt. 6: 26). ‘* How did you come to 
g° into that Long Island real estate speculation ?” 

asked a friend who had just dropped some money. 
**Oh, that man Hoffer just pestered the life out of 
me until he sold me.” Sallie Bush laughingly said 
she married Dick Wilson ‘‘to get rid of him.” Which 
was true enough, for Sallie first turned Dick down. 
But Dick kept right on ‘‘courtin’,” and Sallie is now 
Mrs, Dick. By the time you ask for a job thirteen 
times you will be lucky. The boss will think you 
really-want one. Man was invented in heaven, and 
the Master is teaching us what God likes. ‘The rea- 
son thousands don’t get religion and other good 
things is because they don’t go after them like Dick 
went after Sallie. Heaven says, ‘‘ Hang on.”” Hang- 
ers-on get the blessing (Gen. 32 : 26-28). 


The Apquentive Boy.—/ say unto you, Ask,... 
seek,... knock (v.9). Abo — me in the post- 
office one day, and said: ‘ Mr. Ri igway, is there an 
chance to learn the machinist trade at your shop ?” 
1 told him there was no opening fora year. ‘That 
was asking. The boy went down to the works and 
got next to the foreman, and said: ‘‘ Mr, Finnegan, 
can’t you give me a show to learn the trade?” 
‘*Full,” replied Finnegan, ‘‘unless some fellow 

uits.” That was seeking. Almost every Saturday 


that boy used to come down to the office and walk up 
to my desk and say, ‘‘ Mr. Ridgway, any chance for 
a job yet?” That was knocking. After he had 


come for several weeks, I said to Finnegan, ‘' For 
goodness’ sake, John, give that Wollerton boy a job. 
That fellow Lae f wants to be a machinist.” He 
turned out one of the best boys we have ever had, 
and the last I heard of him he was at the head of a 
big shop in the West. When God's ‘‘ boys” come to 
him as this boy came to me, God will believe the 

really want what they ask and they will get it. } 
answered my boy’s prayer with the place, 
good by his own effort. 


e made 
See? (Gen. 18 : 23-33.) 


How to Pray.—Zvery one that askéth,.. ; that 
secketh,... that knocketh(v. 10). Is this wonderful 
statement truein your life? Have you asked, sought, 
and knocked, and stand empty and disappointed ? 
The chances are you have never really cabed, not to 
speak of the other two more strenuous steps. For 
example, how many of you have ever prayed a whole 
hour, a whole night, for some good en ay * a wanted ? 
Of course you never prayed all week (Rom. ‘12 : 12). 
When Edison was after the incandescent light, he 
would ‘‘ seek” for a week at a time without a change 
of clothes and little food and sleep. He gotit. As I 
write, I am on the train passing Menlo Park, the 
little hamlet where he got it. Some of you business 
men have spent a night with a customer to land an 
order. Have you ever sat up half the night with God 
to get ‘‘a good order”? After nineteen hundred 
years with this wonderful passage, and the examples 
of its working out in the Book, the Christian Church 
does not seem to have learned how to get the great 
and good things God has to give (Matt. 15 : 22-28). 


The Christian Gentleman.—S4a// his son ask a loaf, 
and he give hin a stone? (vy. 11.) No father would 
fail to fill the mouth of a hungry son. But thousands 
of fathers fail to feed the minds and souls of their 
sons. And thus the weaklings and tail-enders of 
life. Nearly all the boys who get ahead study at home 
nights. Do you hand your boy the ‘‘stone” of the 
street? Ninety percent of the *‘ get-there” men are 
godly men. Is your boy becoming a ‘‘ stony” heathen 
because you set the pace for him with your ‘‘ Sunday 
as good as any other day,” and all that sort of irrev- 
erence? I met in a Western hotel a young man of 
vour sort, He had recently gotten his first baby, a 
boy. He was ‘‘all tied up in that boy.” I asked 
what he would choose for that precious boy if an angel 
came down on the moonbeam to give him achoice. He 
didn’t know. I mentioned wealth, position, honor, 
fame, beauty, skill and all the rest. ‘* No,” he said. 
‘*I know what you would like him tobe.” ‘* What?” 
‘‘A Christian gentleman.” His eyes snapped, and 
he promptly said, ‘‘ Yes, I would.” ‘* Well, then, how 
can you expect your boy to go that way when you do. 
not go yourself?” ‘*Gee, Ridgway, you make a fel- 
low think,” he thoughtfully replied. Father, hand 
your boy a chair under the we lamp, and by the 
side of the family altar, and you'll get a ‘‘fat” boy 
and a Christian gentleman (Isa. 54 : 13 ; Acts 2 : 39). 


Perfect Love.—How much more shall your heav- 
enly Father give? (v. 13.) If they have mottoes on 
the walls of the heavenly mansions you will find 
worked in big pearls, ‘‘HOW MUCH MORE.” Because 
this is the motto of perfect love. ‘* How much more 
can I do for the children?” cries the mother heart. 
After God, hers is the most perfect love. Exceeding 
abundantly above (Eph. 3 : 19, 20). Paul knew what 
he was talking about when he wrote that wonderful 
prayer, Yours may be good gifts. But God will give 
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the gift of all gifts, the Holy Spirit. When 
you have the Holy Spirit you have heaven 
(Eph, 1 : 3). Pharaoh wanted a man of 
that sort, and so he made Joseph ruler. The 
business Pharaohs are bu<y looking for men 
in whom the Spirit of God is. ‘The world 
belongs to the man who has this gift. The 
woman who has it needs no political power 
to rule the state. Ihad just as leave see 
women vote. Good-bye saloon! But if 
Pennsylvania women were filled with the 
Holy Spirit the hand that sets the tabl-s and 
deals the cards could quickly settle the 
saloon. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
~% 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used; and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


In the Day of Trouble.—Asé, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you (Golden Text). 
Gn a Saturday a few years ago I could 
not fix upon either a text o¢ a subject for the 
following morning. While at téa, however, 
a verse from Psalm 144 came forcibly to my 
mind, and opened up to me most wonder- 
fully. I hastened to my study and made 
note-, lest the thoughts given me should 
escape.. On the Sunday morning I preached 
from the verse. At the close of the service 
a lady approached me and proffering her 
hand said; ‘*I am a stranger, sir, having 
only’ been in the town three days. Yester- 
day | was in great trouble, and went to my 
room and opened my Bible upon the very 
Psalm from which you took your: text this 
morning, I knelt and read the Psalm, and 
when I came to the last verse I pleaded with 
God respecting the terrible anxiety that was 
burdening my heart. Then I said: ‘Oh, 
Lord, if thou wilt permit me to hear a ser- 
mon in the morning from the last verse of 
this Psalm, I will believe that thou wilt un- 
dertake for me.’ I hardly knew what I said. 
Oh, how good God is!’ By inquiry, I 
found that the impression-came at the very 
moment the lady was praying! What an 
illustration of the Golden Text !—A personal 
experience from the Rev, Herbert J. Crouch, 
London, Eng. 


The Prayer Treatment.— As, andit shall 
be given you (Golden ‘Text), Prayer will 
bring power to our ministers. Our ministers 
are what'we make them by our prayer or our 
neglect of prayer for them. We are respon- 
sible for the kind of preaching they do, 
After we have listened to our minister preach 
we may say, ** That was a fine sermon,’’ or 
‘*T guess we will have to get a new minis- 
ter,’”’ Who is responsible for the kind of 
preaching you don’t like? You are respon- 
sible. Ilave youa minister you do not like? 
Do you want a new minister? I will tell 
you how to get one, Pray for the one you 
have until you have made him over by your 
prayers. Kight here in New England there 
was a minister, a very brilliant and highly 
gifted man, hut he did not know the truth, 
‘There were three godly men in his church 
who did know it, and they knew that their 
minister was not preaching it. What did 
they do? Stir up a clique and have him put 
out of the church? No; these three godly 
men’ covenanted together to pray for their 
minister, and to pray him into orthodoxy and 
power, One Sunday morning, as that min- 
ister was preaching, they knew that their 
prayers were answered, and a mighty revival 
broke out in that New England city. Have 
you a minister whom you do like? Most of 
us have. Do you want him even better than 
he is? Pray for him.—JA/rs. Edward L, 
Upton, Hartford, Conn, From Rev. R. A. 
Torrey, in Record of Christian Work. The 
prise for this week ts awarded to this illus- 
tration. 


The Sweetest Melody.—Zord, teach us 
‘to pray (v.11). ‘ ‘Haydn, the composer, was 
talking with two friends once on the subject 
of sorrow and depression. One said, * When 
I feel down, I take to my wine, and that 
cheers me up.’ The other said, ‘I take to 
my music, and that cheers me up and com- 
forts me, and I feel lifted out of my sorrow 
and heaviness.’ Haydn said, ‘When I 
feel sad, I take to prayer. It is my Lord 
that cheers and comforts me as nothing else 
can do.’ » And I find that,’’ said Dr. Dixon, 
**sweeeter than any melody that any great 
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composer ever wrote,’’—W. R. Clark, Jer- 
sey, Eng. 


A Day at a Time.—Give us day by day 
our daily bread (Luke 11 : 3): 
‘* God broke our years to hours and days, that 
hour by hour 
And day by day 
{ust going on a little way, 
e might be able all along 
‘To keep quite —— 
Should all the weight of life 
Be laid across our shoulder, and the future, rife 
With woe and struggle, meet us face to face 
At just one place 
e could not go, 
Our feet would stop ; and so 
God lays a little on us every day, 
And never, I believe, on all the way 
Will burdens bear so deep, 
Or pathways lie so threatening and so steep, 
But we can go, if by God's. power 
We only bear the burden of the hour.” 
—Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N.Y. From 
** Making the Most of Life,” by Dr. J. R. 
Miller. 


Definite and Unselfish.—Zecause of his 
importunity (v. 8). Let us aim to pray sen- 
sible prayers, Some one illustrates the 
methods of praying in these ways, and he is 
not far from right: A little boy, almost in 
one breath, asks his father for a knife, a 
pencil, a.story, a sled, and if he can go over 
to see Willie, and when the chestnuts will 
be ripe. Another time the boy asks for a 
knife. He asks for it in six different ways, 
and asks for nothing but the knife, — Finally, 
he climbs into his father’s lap, clasps his 
hands, and begs for the knife. Then, in 
despair, with tears in his eyes, he tells his 
father he wants the knife to mend the linch- 
pin of his cart so that he can draw kindlings 
for his mother. He gets the knife, for he 
has got to the place where he is definite and 
unselfish in his request.—AMrs. Edward L. 
Upton, Hartford, Conn. From Record of 
Christian Work. 


The Bamboo Rods.— Yet because of his 
importunily he will arise and give him (v. 8). 
Dr. Simpson tells the story of a bell that had 
been sunk in the river. ‘* Unavailing efforts 
had been made by various engineers to raise 
it. At last a clever native priest asked per- 
mission to make the attempt, on condition 
that the bell should be given to his temple. 
He then had his assistants gather an im- 
mense number of bamboo rods, These are 
hollow, light, and buoyant, and can scarcely 
be kept from floating on the water. They 
were taken down by divers, one by one, and 
fastened to the bell at the bottom of the 
river, After many thousands of them had 
thus been securely fastened, it was noticed 
that the bell began to move, and when the 
last one had been added the buoyancy of the 
accumulated rods was so great that they 
actually lifted that enormous mass of bronze 
to the surface of the stream, Every whisper 
of believing prayer,’’ he says, ‘*is like one 
of the little bamboo rods, Fora time they 
seem to be in vain, but it was the one more 
rod, the last featherweight of power, that 
made all the others effectual and brought the 
consummation.—Zeah Moore, Atlanta, Ga, 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to theeJews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
an Beyrout 


ORD, ‘each us to pray, even as John also 
taught his disciples (v. 1) They 
might have said, **‘ Teach us to pray as 

thou prayest.’’ The reference to John’s ex- 
ample suggests that they were thinking of 
prayer as a sign of discipleship and a bond of 
union, The Jews scattered over the world 
to-day are held together by the prayer forms 
of the synagogue. The creed of the ancient 
Christian Church took the form of prayer. 
The Mohammedan liturgy is a creed recita- 
tion of the Divine attributes, accompanied by 
a variety of gestures, such as standing, kneel- 
ing, touching the ground with the brow, etc. 
Last October on the great day of the Mecca 
pilgrimage, —namely, the commemoration of 
Abraham’s willingness to offer up Jshmael, 
on the hill of Arafat,—the impressive spec- 
tacle was presented of 300,000 turbans rising 
and falling in the unison of recited prayer. 
Three loaves (v. 5). Each is about eight 
inches in diameter and about one inch thick. 
A friend of mine ts come tome from a 
journey (v. 6). Various causes might ac- 
count for the midnight arrival. -Delay might 
have been caused by the ambitious hospital- 





ities of his host at the last stopping-place, by 
the loss of a horseshoe, by taking the wrong 
bridlz-path in the wilderness, by being told 
th:t the terminus was three hours off when 
it was really six, or by the intense heat of 
the east wind, making it preferable to journey 
by night, or by a few hours lost on account 
of a return of ague-chill, or by passing the 
house of an old friend who insisted on his 
going in to have a little rest and refreshment 
under his roof. 

IL have nothing to set agers him (v. 6). 
In the summer it is difficult to keep meat 
beyond the first day. In the villages the 
dough for the family bread is.prepared in the 
house and the firing is done in the public 
oven, which is heated only two-or three 
times in the week. The bread supply has 
therefore to be calculated, as it is difficult to 
dispose of the old loaves after the new have 
been brought in, 

I cannot rise and give thee (v. 7). The 
door with its wooden bolt or lock opened 
with creaking noises; the children were 
sleeping on the flooron the mattresses that 
during the day had been folded up in. a 
screened recess of the wall. The bread was 
wrapped up in a cloth to keep it from get- 
ting dry and hard, and was kept in a box or 
jar to keep out mice, ants, etc. All these, 
added to his own drowsy reluctance, 
amounted to the on possumus which gen- 
erally comes to Orientals more easily than it 
does to us. 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
T was during the east-of-Jordan journey 
that Jesus told the story of the churlish 
neighbor. Nobody knows the exact 
place where the lesson was taught. Few of 
the old Perzean towns are now in existence. 
But let us visit one on the Master’s route 
which is a prosperous town to-day. We shall 


find somethings about it quite suggestive and 
significant in connection with to-day’s lesson. 
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MAP PATENT NO, 666,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


The number 5 on our map is attached to 
the point of a heavy V in Persea, up among 
some hills, about six miles east of the river. 
We will stand at the V’s point and face north, 

We look from one hill across, some little 
fields and gardens and over a few olive trees, 
to the upward slope of a higher hill almost 
covered with houses. Flat-roofed buildings 
of gray stone stand there before us, some 
with one story, some with two, many crowded 

uite closely together. So far as we can see 
the windows are nearly all small and set 
rather high, leaving the lower part of each 
house-exterior almost as bare and solid as a 
miniature fort. The streets are narrow and 
crooked ; it is difficult to trace them as they 
climb the steep hillside. 

Without any doubt there was a Jewish 
town here nineteen centuries ago, and even 
long before that. It is wholly probable 
(though not definitely certain) that Jesus 
came here during the Perzean ministry). In 
homes much like these which we see before 
us he and the disciples were received as 
guests, At night the street-docrs, made of 
heavy planks, were shut and barred for fear 
of robbers. Only a matter of great urgency 
would make a householder leave his bed to 
respond to a call from without. 

All Jesus’ hearers were familiar with such 
situations, And yet—as he reminded them— 
the coldest and hardest and stingiest man 
might be moved by much pleading. And, if 
that be true.of faulty humanity, how can we 
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ever doubt the responsive readiness of a 
Father who is Love itself—the living source 
of whatever measure of love wells up in his 
children? 

You can see this Perzan town with its 
stone-walied houses by using a stenograph, 
-titled ** Es Salt from the south—a town of 
prosperous homes,’’ 


The Underwood Tr.vel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week. The use cf the sayy will be 
found a most practical Lelp in making the les- 
son-places real. Fcrty-eight places are to be 
visited in 1¢14. ‘The ferty-eiglt stereographs 
cost $8.00, and, if all are «rdered at one time, 
a cloth-bound. gold-letterec case is given free. 
‘Twelve places are visited and described during 
this first quarter; cost of stereographs, $2.00. 
The four for Februcry alone, 67 cents. Less 
than four in one order, 20 cents each. . Stereo- 
scopes, 85 cents each. Postage or express is 
prepaid on all orders for stereographs or stereo- 
scopes. Lanter. slides of the same scenes can 
also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cent: ; colored, $1.10. In orders 
for twenty-five or more at once prices are: 
plain sides, qoecents each: sepia-tinted, 45 
cents ; colored, $1.00. Address The’ Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou art so much better thaa 
our asking. We do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but thou knowest how to answer as 
we should receive. We bring our needs to thee 
to-day, beseeching thee to fulfil them in thine 
own loving way, and knowing that. thou dost 
not give us emptiness when we are seeking thy 

ifts. If we out of our broken and perverse 
ives intend good to those who look to us for 
blessing, how much more art thou ever pouring 
out upon thy children the fulfilling of their 
needs. We open our lives tc thee to-day. 
Thou seest every unfulfilled need therein. We 
pray that thou wilt occupy us by thy own Spirit 
and graciously bless all who are in suffering, 
andthe needy of soul everywhere to-day. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is a strange idea of 
God that some of us have. We believe in 
his fatherhood and love. We believe that 
he answers prayer, yet in times of perplexity 
we go to him and ask for wisdom or anything 
else that may seem to meet the case, and 
then wonder whether after all he may not 
mix us up still more and leave us to our own 
devices, Perhaps we are doubting to-day 
God’s willingness and ability to put into our 
lives the blessing that will change us from 
useless and troubled doubters to sure and 
strong doers in his kingdom, His word on 
all this is very direct and simple, If-we 
know how to give good gifts to those whom 
we love how much more will he give good 
gifts to us who look up to him in faith-filled 
prayer. It is ours to ask and his to see that 
we receive. It is ours to seek and his to see 
that we shall find. We ought to be able to 
trust him straight through everything. . Shall 
we say the Golden Text together, and then 
our pastor will lead us in prayer? 





OUR UiY 10 ASK 


GOD'S LAELIGHT ANSWER 
WHY DOUBT? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


**Come, my soul, thy suit prepare.” 
‘* From every stormy wind that blows.” 
**In the secret of his presence,”’ 
‘* Prayer is the soul's sincere desire.” 
‘* Sweet hour of prayer.” 
‘* There is an eye that never sleeps.”* 
‘* We may not climb the heavenly steeps.”’ 
‘* What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical! 
Psalm book ‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 40 : 1-4, 8, 9 (84:1, 2,5). 
Psalm § : 1-3, 7 (8 : 3, 2, 4). 
Psalm 116: 1, 2, 12-19 (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 103 : 13-22 (210 : 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 145-152 (258 : 1-3). 
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A book that has attracted wide notice ts 
*¢ Reasonable Biblical Criticism,”’ by Willis 
J. Beecher, D.D. It may be obtained from 
The Sunday School Times Co., the publish- 
ers, at $1.50 net, postpaid. Send for a copy 
‘son approval.”” A postal-card order will 
be sufficient. 

















LESSON FOR FEB. I (Luke 11 : 1-13) 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
oo in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
die of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits," or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


5. An All-Year Weather Verse 


NOTHER stormy Sunday! Did you 
hear anybody call it *¢*a bad day’’? Z 
forgot and called it that! Did you 

forget too? 

’ "To be sure it zs sleety and windy and cold, 
but ‘*bad things’? do harm, and ice and 
wind do good, We learned that last Sun- 
day. Besides, who sends all weather? 
Does God ever make evil things? No; hear 
what it says in the creation story! (Read 
Gen. 1 : 31.) It.is the Devil who takes God’s 
good things and makes evil of them. So, no 
matter how it snows or blows, no matter 
what kind we would like’to have, God sends 
what is needed. : 

_. Think a minute! Suppose you made a 
do}l-dress for a little neighbor, or a toy 
wagon, and the neighbor wouid say ugly 
things-about it. Would you like it? Would 
it be as bad as saying hateful things about 
you? So it seems to. me that finding fault 
with God’s weather is like finding fault with 
God. He has given us a new day, and 
whether it is cold or hot, wet or dry, we 
ought to thank him for it... Anew day! A 
new.chance to learn and play!. Here is a 
jolly, little poetry verse we can learn in a 
minute : 





** When the weather is wet, we must not fret, 
When the weather is = we must not cry ; 
‘When tbe weather is cold, we. must not scold; 

.. When, the weather is warm, we must not 

ee StoRM, ib Sab ks 

But be happy together whatever the weather.” 

_{Say it through twice in concert.) 

Now let me say the first part of each line, 
mixing them up, and see if you can finish 
them. 

(This is so like a game they enjoy it greatly, 
and we end with the last line in concert.) 

Now let us sing a ‘‘ Praise God song,’’ 
thinking just of the stormy day outdoors and 
what it means to the earth. , 

(This verse is frequently repeated during 
the year in any extreme weather.) 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—As a climax to five lessons about 
helpers, name this lesson ** The Holy 

Spirit, the Helper.’’ Refer to the 

** Unfriendly Neighbor ’’ only as an incident. 

Lesson Teaching.—God helps those who 
pray to him. 

Review.—Who were some of the helpers 
of Jesus? How did they help him? ‘Tell 
how you helped somebody the past week. 

Introduction.—The disciples of Jesus were 
glad to help him. As they watched him day 


by day they were sure that Jesus had strong | 


help which they did not give, and which they 
could hardly understand. ‘They noticed that 
often in the evening Jesus went alone up the 
lo..esome mountain, and that he sometimes 
“tayed all night, or he went alone among the 
trees, and they wondered what he was doing. 
When he came back his face looked so 
gentle, peaceful, and happy, and he spoke 
such kind, loving words to everybody. They 
Jearned that Jesus went to these places to 
talk to his Heavenly Father in prayer, and 
that while he prayed God helped him, and 
gave him power for the work he had to do. 
‘The disciples wished for the same power to 
be their helper. 

Lesson Story.—One day, after Jesus had 
been praying, one of the disciples said, 
‘Lord, teach us to pray.”’ Jesus was 
pleased, and taught them the prayer that 
each of us should pray every morning. It is 
called the Lord’s Prayer because Jesus our 
Lord first taught it. Let us repeat it to- 
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gether. (Use the more familiar form ‘in 
Matt. 6: 9-13.) The disciples were pleased 
that when they talked to God in prayer they 
might say, *‘Our Father.’’ 

Jesus wanted them to know that God was 
ready to care for them like a father. He 
said, ‘‘If a boy should ask his father for 
bread, would he give him a stone? or if he 
asked for a fish, would his father give him a 
serpent? or if he asked for an egg, would 
his father give him a scorpion or poisonous 
spider ?”’ 

The disciples knew that fathers would 
rather give good things to their children, 
Then Jesus said, ‘‘ If you fathers know. how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more shall your Heavenly Father give good 
things to them that ask him?”’? Then Jesus 
told them about his strong helper who 
always came to help him when he prayed. 
Jesus said, ‘*Your Heavenly Father gives 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.’’ 
That very day Jesus said, ‘‘ Ask, and it shall 
be given you,’”’ etc. (Older children may 
learn the entire text.) 

God is always ready to help, although 
neighbors are not always ready. Jesus told 
his disciples about a man who had company 
come, late one night. In that country peo- 
ple were very particular to take good care of 
their company, but this man did not have 
enough bread, so he went to a neighbor, 
about midnight, and said, ‘* Friend, lend me 
three loaves, for a friend of mine in his jour- 
ney, has come to me, and I have nothing to 
set before him.’’ 

His neighbor called out, ‘* Trouble me 
not, the door is shut, we are in bed. _ 1 can- 
not rise and give thee.’’ But his neighbor 
kept on asking, so he did rise to give him 
what he needed. Repeat, ‘*’‘Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.’’ 

Jesus taught his disciples that the Heavenly 
Father is always ready to hear prayer and to 
send his Holy Spirit to help those who ask. 
He will send him to us when we pray. We 
cannot see him, but we can know when he 
helps us in our hearts and lives. Repeat: 


* There is a Holy Dove that sings 

‘To every list’ ning child, 

That whispers to his‘little heart 
A’Song so sweet and mild.: 

It is the Spirit of our God 

“That speaks his soukwithin, 

That leads bim on to all things good, 
And holds him back from sin."’ 

This Holy Spirit will 


‘* Help us ‘to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good."’ 


That is a good prayer for every morning, In 


our closing song we pray: 


** Make us kind and loving, 
Help us to ubey.”’ 
(Carols: Leyda Pub. Co. Chicago; 25 cts.) 


We know ‘‘ The Lord is our helper,” and 
that God’s,Holy Spirit will help us, as he 
helped Jesus. 

A card containing the Lord’s Prayer would 
be an appropriate souvenir for each child to 
keep in his room, or give a child’s morning 
prayer to each to learn and repeat daily. 
(A booklet of children’s prayers may be 
secured for five cents from William Dietz, 
20 East Randolph Street, Chicago.) The 
aim of to-day’s lesson should be to impress 
the helpfulness of prayer, and to encourage 
the habit of daily morning and evening 
prayer, and to memorize the Lord’s Prayer. 

Hand-work,—Write on the board a differ- 
ent text for each grade to copy. First grade, 
**Our Father’’ ; second grade, ‘* Lord, teach 
us to pray’’; third grade, ** Ask, and it shall 
be given you.’’ (Guide the hands of little 
ones who cannot write.) 

CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


AIM: ‘To teach. 
x. How God hears prayer. 
2. How God answers prayer. 


AVE you ever said to another person, 

‘¢ Show me how to do that, or teach 

me how to make that’’? Why did 

you ask? Was it because you liked what 

you saw and wanted one for yourself? I saw 

a girl quickly fold a drinking-cup, and I said, 

** Please teach me how to make one.’’ And 

one day I showed some lace to a girl, and 

she said: ‘* Won’t you show me how to 
make it? ’’ 

One day Jesus’ disciples asked the Master 

to teach them how to do something. | Find 


| ment as a stone, or for that which is as 





what they wanted to learn. Wh 
suppose they wanted to learn? 
pray frequently? We read, 
nage to pray.”” ** He rose up early to pray.”’ 

or what did Jesus pray? Of course he 
prayed for others, but do you think he ever 
needed help for himself? I think that these 
men must have seen the effects of Jesus’ 
prayers, and desired the power for them- 
selves, If Jesus needed prayer, how much 
more do we. 

But perhaps some girl may say, ‘*I do not 
know how to pray.’? What does your school- 
teacher do when a girl says, ‘* I do not know 
how to do it’? ? (Jesus, you remember, is a 

erfect teacher.) hen the teacher desires 

er pupils to learn to draw a Moorish orna- 
ment or a Greek border she generally draws 
or cuts one out for all to copy. Jesus, at 
the request of his disciples, gave his pupils 
this ‘* Model Prayer.’? He always shows us 
what he wants us to do, Each time you 
pray, ‘‘ Our Father,’’ this week, say it 
slowly, and think whether any of our wants 
are left unprovided for in that prayer. Look 
to see what else it contains besides re- 
quests, 

1. Perhaps some disciple said to Jesus, 
‘*Oh, yes, God answers your prayers, but 
will he answer ours? ‘There are so many 
people asking: ‘*Won’t God be tired ?’’ 
**Could he hear everybody’s prayers ?’’ 
Pefhaps some such thought in the minds of 
the disciples caused Jesus to remind them 
that they qre fearing that God will act and 
feel the way our best earthly friends some- 
times feel about our requests, They are too 
busy, too tired, not interested, forgetful- 
and must be reminded and coaxed and im, 
portuned. Tell me what happened in this 
story from their own experience. Have the 
girls relate the story. Did Jesus tell this to 
show the way the Father gives tous? No, 
for Jesus adds that beautiful message in the 
ninth verse. Mark and memorize it. 

Impress the fact that Jesus is better to us 
than the best earthly friend could possibly 
be. There are no times for him when it is 
too much trouble. Show the girls that 
prayers are not always words ; seeking and 
knocking are also ways of asking. . Ye shall 
receive ; so wil] every child of God receive 
that which he asks for in Christ’s name. 
Sometimes we ‘must not only ask, but seek 
and knock as well, © 

2. What God Gives. On hearing this 
beautiful promise perhaps some disciple 
asked Jesus : Can we pray for anything and 
expect to receive it? Will God give to us 
whatever we ask? Did your baby at home 
ever want to play with scissors? And did 
your mother let him have them? Is she an 
unkind, unloving mother to deny that re- 
quest? Would she deny him food ? 

Then we read the verses showing how an 
earthly father gives to his children. Note 
that the bread, fish, and egg are for health 
and growth. Would an earthly father deny 
such a request ? Would our heavenly Father 


do you 
id Jesus 
‘He went 


deny that which make us spiritually stronger? | 


Explain about the similarity of the breadand 
stone, and about the scorpion. 

Suppose a child asked for stone or scorpion, 
then what would a loving father do? Ex- 
plain how in our prayers we ask sometimes 
for that which has as little spiritual nourish- 
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keeper is responsible for how many lights ? 
Where does this light come from? (Psa. 27 : 1; 
Luke 2: 32; Matt: 5: 16). What is the 
result of letting your light shine (Luke 8: 
16-18). What happens when a light is cov 
ered? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Pucker’s * Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers” 


« Wr first taught you to pray?’ asked 
teacher Sunday. 
** Mother,’’ answered Bert and 
I at the same time. 

‘* My father,’’ said Fred Keller, the min- 
ister’s son, 

** I never knew a thing about it,’’ declared 
Bulldog Jones, ‘till 1 came to this Sunday- 
school. Mrs, Wilson, she was teacher of 
this class then, she talked about it that first 
Sunday I was here; how we ought to talk 
to God about everything. And then at the 
end of the lesson she just hung her head 
down and prayed for her class. ‘And es- 
pecially bless our new boy,’ that’s the way 
she said it, and it almost broke me up.’’ 

** Well,’ said teacher, ‘‘ it was something 
like that in to-day’s lesson. Jesus was talk- 
ing to-his disciples, his class, about prayer, 
and giving them an: example’ of it. He 
ve ae belie them, and no doubt fer them, 

hen he gave them a kind of ‘an outline for 
them to follow.” ; 

He asked us what things we ought to‘pray 
for according to the Lord’s Prayer, and with 
him helping us we figured it out.' So he put 
it on the board : 





GOD’S HONOR 
GOD’S KINGDOM | 
OUR PROVISION 
OUR FORGIVENESS _. 
OUR DELIVERANCE , 











Next he had us read the. story that Jesus 
told about that fellow getting his neighbor 
out of bed to borrow some bread. He-ex- 
plained some points about it,—- how they 
travel at night in that country, and bake 
only enough bread for each day. He showed 
us the ‘stereoscopic picture,: a. tqwn. called 
Es Salt, where they think Jesus, may have 
been at this time. Teacher said it showed 
just what kind of houses they lived in in 
those days, and he pointed out a door in the 
nearest house like the door where the man 
in the story knocked, 

‘* What finally made the sleepy man get 
up and lend the bread when he didn’t want 
to?’’ asked teacher. 

** He had to; the other fellow kept pound- 
ing so,’’ declared Bumps. 

** Yes,’’ smiled teacher, **he had to an- 
swer that kind of a prayer, and just so surely 
God will answer us if we are in earnest.’’ 

‘*Do we have to pound like that before 
God will hear us?’’ demanded Skinny, look- 
ing sort of troubled, ‘* I thought God liked 
to give us things.’’ 

** What are the most important words in 
verse 13?’ asked teacher, answering one 
question with another, 

We guessed a while, and finally Bert hit 





harmful spiritually as a scorpion physically. 
How, then, does Jesus explain about the way 
God answers all our prayers? Read and 
memorize verse 13. Let the girls specially 
underline the words, *‘ {ow much more,’’ 
and show that in the comparison of our Heav- 
enly Father’s giving with our earthly father’s 
we always find him ‘* much more’’ than we 
expect or deserve. 

Summary: If prayer is vital in our lives, 
and we have a **model prayer’’ given by 
Jesus, there is no reason why a girl should 
not gain through prayer all things needful to 
make her life beautiful and winsome for 
Jesus’ sake, 

No girl need be afraid to ask. Three 
times Jesus repeated the promise of an an- 
swer and prayer is not only words, 

Every girl knows that because Jesus Christ 
loves us he will not give us the stones and 


on the right ones, ‘* How much more,”’ 

| **That’s the main point in the lesson,”’ 
said teacher. ‘* Neighbors give to neigh- 
| bors even when they don’t want to; fathers 
| give to their children ‘e best they have. 
| low much more shall the loving heavenly 
Father give to his own the best he has for 
them ?”’ 

** I don’t see why we have to pray at all, 
then,’’ whispered Bulldog in my ear, 

Teacher heard him, and said: ‘* Because 
God has made as a rule of life the principle 
laid down in verse 9.’’ 

He had us read it. ‘* That’s the way we 
get things,’’ he explained, ‘* by asking, seek- 
ing, knocking.’’ Then he told about seeing 
a man fill the tender of an engine with coal 
by pulling a rope. 

**Oh, I know that,’’ exclaimed Bulldog. ‘It 
was at the coal-chute, and the rope pulled 





serpents which we ask for. These are with- 
held, and abundant spiritual food granted. 
Write at home what Jesus taught about | 
prayer. Tell how God hears and how he 
answers, Explain why he withholds. 
Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson | 
Read Luke 11 : 14-26 carefull¥. 
What is the light which we reflect? What | 
makes it dull ? 
Memorize ‘verse 35. The lighthouse - | 


the bin open and let the coal slide down.”’ 

** Ves,’’? nodded teacher, **the coal was 
there all ready for him, and the railroad 
company wanted him to have it, but they 
had fixed it so it would not come down 
until he asked for it by pulling the rope. 
See?” 

‘It’s the same abo: t turning on the elec- 
tric light, or drawing a glass of water from 
the faucet, or lighting the gas,’ he went on; 
‘and in prayer for God’s blessing also he 
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has said, ‘ Ask,’ so that he may know when 
we are ready.’’ 

He quoted this sentence that he said was 
by Phillips Brooks: ‘‘ Prayer is not con- 
quering God’s reluctance, but taking hold 
of God’s willingness.”’ 

He started to call for our definitions of 
prayer, but just then the bell rang. He had 
us hand them in, and said he would tell us 
next Sunday which was the best. 

That’s the kind-of a lesson we had, be- 
ginning about who taught us to pray, learn- 
ing why we have to pray, and how willing 
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oscopic picture, and a story about a coal- 
chute, ‘That quotation from Phillips Brooks 
came in nice, too, Don’t you think so? 

Teacher said next lesson was about seeing 
cross-eyed, and he gave out these questions, 
one to each of us; What was a devil? What 
did aw enemies accuse him of ? Who was 
Beelzebub? What was the first argument 
Jesus used against his accusers? What was 
Jesus’ second line of defense? What was 
Jesus’ third proof of his divinity? What 
does Jesus teach is the most important thing 
after evil has been driven out of aman? I 
hope your boys enjoy this lesson, 





God is to answer, illustrated by an outline of 
the Lord’s Prayer on the board, the stere- 
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THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 


Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 








In the School of Prayer 


HE latter part of our Lord’s ministry 
was largely devoted to ‘the training 
of the ‘T'welve,’’ and one of the les- 

sons taught them was that.of Prayer. Luke 

seems to emphasize prayer. The various 

»assages should be collected and compared. 

While this section is without any definite 

statement of time or place, and while it is of 
course possible that the paragraph should be 

put earlier in the ministry, since Matthew 

places the giving of the Lord’s Prayer much 

earlier, yet there is no real reason for doubt- ‘ 
ing the appropriateness of this prayer to the 

Situation of our Lord’s long journey toward 

Jerusalem. Several questions connected 

with the two forms of the Lord’s Prayer will 

have to be studied. Meanwhile the whole 

passage should be read (Luke 11 : 1-13) in 

order to obtain the entire teaching. A gen- 

eral outline would be: prayer illustrated 

(vs. 1-4), prayer encouraged (vs. 5-13). 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verse 1. The philosophy 
of prayer is never dwelt on in the Bible, for 
the necessity of prayer is assumed as some- 
thing perfectly natural. Our Lord's exam- 
ple shows his: own habitual prayerfulness 
(Luke 3: 21; 5:16; 6:12; 9: 18,:28). 
‘The places where he prayed should be ob- 
served, We donot know where this ‘‘ cer- 
tain place ’’ was, though it might have been 
the Mount of Olives (see 10: 38). Incited 
by the example of their Master, who was 
presumably praying aloud, the disciples make 
a request to be taught to pray. Whether 
John the Baptist taught his disciples a form 
of prayer is of course unknown, though 
Jewish rabbis sometimes did this for their 
followers. Perhaps the man who made the 
request was one of John’s old disciples. 
How beautiful is the suggestion of John’s 
habit implied here, especially when it is re- 
membered that he was dead at that time. 
At this point it would be worth while col- 
lecting various examples of prayer, as found 
in Scripture. From the earliest record to 
the last God’s people have been men and 
women of prayer, Consider especially the 
truth of the poet’s words, ‘* Prayer is the 
Christian’s vital breath.’’ 

Tuesday.—Read verses 2-4, We call this 
the ‘* Lord’s Prayer,’? but of course it is 
strictly the ‘* Disciples’ Prayer.’’ ‘There are 
several problems connected with it, When 
we compare this with the form given in M at- 
thew 6 : 9-13 we notice that Luke’s version 
is decidedly shorter, two petitions being 
omitted, as well as the designation, ** Which 
art in heaven.’’ Was it delivered twice ? 
There is no reason against such a suggestion. 
Our Lord may have responded, as here, to 
one disciple, and may also have delivered 
the prayer in the form and at the time 
found in Matthew’s Gospel. 

‘The prayer should be analyzed into two 
parts ; the first is for God’s glory, the second 
is jor our needs, Some think that there are 
seven petitions, three for God and four for 
man, since the word ‘‘thy’’ occurs three 
times, and the word ‘‘us’’ four. If so, this 
would imply by the symbolism of numbers 
in Scripture the perfect prayer, blending the 
divine and the human. 

The question has often been raised as to 
how far, if at all, the prayer is unique, be- 
cause it is urged that there are parallels to it 
in the Jewish Talmud. This is only true, 
however, of some of the clauses (not of four 
and five), and even these parailels are very 


distant and imperfect. The uniqueness; how- 
ever, lies really in the fact that nowhere else 
are these petitions blended and harmonized 
into one prayer. 

One other question has to be considered. 
In Luke the prayer is a form, ‘* When ye 
pray, say’’; in Matthew it is a mode, ‘* After 
this manner pray ye.’’ We shall be welt ad- 
vised if we regard it in both lights. 

IVednesday.—Read again verses 2-4. We 
must now see something of the spiritual 
meaning of the prayer for our guidance and 
puse. (I) The address comes first. God is 
spoken of as ‘*Our Father,’’ or ‘ Father.’’ 
There is a consciousness of sonship, a confi- 
dence of love, and the assurance of the child 
in approaching his heavenly Parent. 

(2) The attitude of the one who prays is 
next seen, God comes first, and there are 
three petitions expressive of our aim in rela- 
tion to God, When we pray for his name to 
be hailowed we approach him not us beg- 
gars, but as worshipers. Note the threefold 
‘**thy.’’ Observe, too, the reference to the 
name, the kingdom, and the will, The 
name of God is all that hé has told us of 
himself, the full revelation of his character, 
and we ask that this may be consecrated on 
earth. The kingdom looks forward to the 
reign of God over the universe, for it is the 
Father’s kingdom, not the Son’s, and this 
stretches into eternity. When we pray this 
we are reaching out to the ultimate aim of 
things and are asking that God should rule 
absolutely and personally in the universe. 
So also, God’s will implies complete sub- 
mission and wholehearted obedience on 
earth, as it is rendered in heaven, A child 
was once asked how God’s will is done in 
heaven by the angels, and the answer. was, 
‘¢ They do it without asking any questions.’’ 

(3) The appeal for ourselves comes next. 
We ask for bread, not luxuries ; for forgive- 
ness because of our sins, and for protection 
against every form of evil. It is perhaps 
somewhat difficult to see in this threefold 
petition a reference to body, soul, and spirit, 
but all three together certainly sum up 
human needs, Food for the body is asso- 
ciated with forgiveness for the soul. Pardon 
is the deepest need, and touches the very 
springs of life. ‘The question of temptation 
follows, and the idea seems to be expressive 
of the natural sensitiveness of a soul that 
realizes its own weakness and the power of 
evil around and within. 

It is impossible to avoid seeing the vari- 
ous characteristics found in this prayer. 
Each should be studied carefully in the light 
of our Lord’s words: (1) confidence, (2) 
unselfishness, (3) spirituality, (4) brevity, (5) 
simplicity. Further, the spirit of the one 
who prays is equally noteworthy: (1) rev- 
erent, (2) large-hearted, (3) obedient, (4) 
dependent, (5) forgiving, (6) cautious. Each 
of these should be looked at and pondered 
in the light of this familiar prayer. 

Thursday.—Read verses 5-8. Our Lord 
at once illustrates the effectiveness of prayer. 
These verses are peculiar to Luke. The 
arrival of the man at midnight indicates the 
traveling season to avoid heat; a common 
Oriental scene is thus pictured. The main 
point of the parable is not the unwillingness 
of God, but the necessity of earnestness in 
man; indeed, the teaching is by contrast ; 
the picture of self-indolence is contrasted 
with the love of our heavenly Father, There 
is no explanation of the divine delay in an- 
swering prayer or of the success of importu- 
nity. The word ‘‘importunity’’ means 





; Not only have we ‘Our Father,’’ 








** shamelessness,’’ ‘‘ the absence of shame,’’ 
and is found only here in the New Testa- 
ment, 

Friday.—Read verses 9, 10. Then fol- 
lows the exhortation based on the preceding 
parable. Matthew has the same as part of 
the Sermon on the Mount (7: 7-11). Our 
Lord’s assertion of his personal authority is 
very emphatic: ‘I also say.’’? The parable 
had taught truth, now Jesus himself teaches 
the same lesson, The parable showed how 
the urgency of the man was met, now the 
disciples will learn how their prayers will be 
answered. Notice the three commands, 
forming a climax of increasing earnestness, 
** Ask,’’ ‘* Seek,’’ ‘* Knock.’’ The Greek 
for these words is very suggestive. ‘* Keep 
on asking,’’ etc. The first implies a simple 
desire, the second an earnest inquiry, the 
third a repeated endeavor, and when God 
says **shall’? we know he means what he 
says. And thus in verse 10 the disciples 


} are-eneouraged and strengthened, being told 


that this prayer follows a natural and uni- 
9 law. ‘* Every one that asketh receiv- 
eth, 

Saturday.— Read verses 11-13. Now 
comes. the argument based upon the fore- 
going. It is an appeal to their own personal 
experience in confirmation of the teaching 
on prayer. Prayer is essentially reasonable, 
Man’s need is such that he does not ask un- 
less he requires something, and his asking 
shows that he has a right to expect an an- 
swer. This reference to the Holy Spirit is 
characteristic of Luke, where there are six- 
teen references more than in Matthew and 
Mark combined. In Matthew 7 : 11 the 
paraitel is. ‘‘ good things,’’ but the Holy 
Spirit’ includes everything that is good. 
Mark the force of ‘*how much more,’’ sug- 
gesting that if persistency can conquer selfish- 
ness, as in the parable, what will not 
pity do ? 

Sunday.—We must now look over the 
whole passage for its wonderful illustrations 
of prayer. Perhaps we may study it best by 
thinking of the believer in various attitudes 
connected. with his requests to God. (1) He 
is a creature (v. I); prayer is a necessity; 
the more prayer the more power. (2) He 
is a child (v. 2) ; the Fatherhood of God is 
specifically our Lord’s revelation, and the 
Divine fatherliness ‘is the secret of real 
prayer. (3) He is ‘a friend Swe 5-8) ; God 
is our Friend as well as our Father. Rela- 
tionship will respond in the case of father 
and son, but we may appeal more freely still 
toa friend’s sympathy. How exquisite is the 
thought of the Divine condescension to re- 
gard us as friends, ‘*I have called you 
friends.’’ If only we live as friends, not 
as mere acquaintances, we shall find the 


| power and preciousness of this relationship 


in our prayers, There are three friends 
here: the friend who needs, the friend 
who prays, and the friend who gives. (4). 
Ife is an intercessor. Let us notice that 
these prayers are almost wholly for others. 
and 
the plural ‘‘us,’? but the friend appeals 
for friend, and the child appeals to a father. 
Love is seeking help for the needy ones 
around, and the need urges us to prayer. 
This bears upon the remarkable missionary 
aspect of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘** Thy kingdom 
come,’’ Intercessory prayer is one of the 
most important features of the Christian life. 
Consider the relative proportions of personal 
and intercessory petitions in our private de- 
votions. Samuel regarded it as a sin to 
cease to pray for others (1 Sam. 12: 23). 
(5) Heisareceiver. All through this sec- 
tion it is implied that prayer will be an- 
swered. God is the God of all grace, truth, 
holiness, blessing. Prayer is always in- 
tended to be followed by answer. ‘* Does 
God always answer prayer?’’ asked a 
teacher once. ‘*Yes,’’ said the child; 
** sometimes he answers yes, sometimes no.”’ 


Questions for Further Study 

1. Prayer and the spiritual life. Its neces- 
sity and power. 

2. Prayer and missions, 
value (Matt. 9:37, 38). 

3. The Lord’s Prayer and social service. 
See a fine book-by Dr. F. J. Lansing, ‘* The 
Social Program ot the Lord’s Prayer ’’ (New 
York: Association Press, 40 cents). 


Its piace and 


Books for Reference 


Among the many works dealing with 
prayer perhaps the following will be found 
particularly useful in regard to the general 
subject : 

Arthur T. Pierson, ‘* Lessons in the School 
of Prayer.’’ 


JANUARY 17, 1914 


Andrew Murray, ‘‘ With Christ in the 
School of Prayer ’’ (Revell, 35 cents). 

S.'D. Gordon, ** Quiet Talks on Prayer ’’ 
(Revell, 75 cents). 

H. Clay Trumbull, ‘* Prayer: Its Nature 
and Scope ’’ (Revell, 60 cents). 

Austin Phelps, ‘‘ The Still Hour ’’ (Asher 
Publishing Co., 429 Holly Avenue, St. Paul, 
Minn., 5 cents). 

James H, McConkey, ‘‘ Prayer ’’ (this book 
is not sold, but may be obtained free of charge 
from the publisher, Fred Kelker, P, O, Box 
216, Harrisburg, Pa.). 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, February 1, 19%4 
Christian Endeavor Progress (Mark 4: 
26-32). Christian Endeavor Day. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Progress in numbers (Acts 2 : 42-47). 

‘TUES.—In union (Eph. 2 : 14-22). 

WED.—In knowledge (Heb. 5 : 11-14; 6: 
I, 2) 


» 2). 
‘THUR. —In effective service (Rom. 16 : 1-5). 
FRI.—In team-work (Rom. 12 : 3-8). 
SatT.—In mission fields (Acts 8 : 14-25). 














What progress is Christian Endeavor mak- 
ing in America ? 

What progress is Christian Endeavor mak- 
ing abroad ? 

Why is Christian Endeavor making progress? 


HE United Society of Christian Endeav- 
or publishes leaflets which set forth the 
history and progress of the work of the 

Societies, and these paragraphs are gleanings 
from these leaflets : 


It has found a welcome in more than eighty 
denominations, in most of which it is the only 
form of young people’s society. 


b 

In the United States: Presbyterians lead in 
Christian Endeavor; in England and Aus- 
tralia, Methodists;:in' the Indian Empire, 
Baptists ; in Germany, Lutherans, etc. 

Christian Endeavor Unions exist in China, 
Japan, India, South Africa, Brazil, Australia, 
New Zealand, Burma, Canada, Gérmany, 
Sweden, France, Spain, Great Britain, etc. 

More than 79,000 Christian Endeavor so- 
cieties are actively at work, with more than 
3,900,000 members, 


About one-fourth of the societies are Jun- 
ior societies, consisting of children under the 
care of adult superintendents. About 3,000 
are Intermediate Societies, in age between 
the Juniors and Young People. There are 
also Senior or Adult societies, Mother’s Soci- 
eties, societies in the Army and Navy, in the 
prisons, [in offices, schools and colleges, in 
asylums and other public institutions; besides 
many among the foreigners of various nation- 
alities in this country. 


% 

Results.—At least 10,000,000 former mem- 

bers now active and useful in chnrch work to 
a degree far in excess of what would have 
been without their Christian Endeavor train- 
ing. At least 4,000,000 associate members 
brought to Christ and into church member- 
ship, in part throngh the influence of the so- 
ciety. At least $20,000,000 given to mission- 
ary and charitable objects. Atleast 50,000,000 
young people’s meetings held, with an ag- 
gregate attendance of at least 1,500,000, 000. 
At least 100,000 union meetings and conven- 
tions, aggregating in attendance at least 
50,000,000, and resulting in a wonderful in- 
crease in fellowship among the Christian de- 
nominations. Thousands of dénominational 
young people’s societies which are Christian 
Endeavor in all but the name and the inter- 
denominational fellowship. A vast amount 
of Christly activity in prisons and hospitals, 
on ships, among the poor, in fresh air camps, 
for Sabbath observance, municipal reform, 
civic betterment, temperance, social purity, 
3ible-study, systematic giving, and interna- 
tional peace and arbitration. A religious in- 
fluence and impulse that cannot be weighed, 
measured, or tabulated. 


The Tenth Legion, an enrolment of those 
who give at least a tenth of their income for 
the spread of the Kingdom, now numbers 
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LESSON FOR FEB. I (Luke 11 : 1-13) 


29,645. There has been a steady increase in 
the ranks of the Comrades of the Quiet Hour, 
who now numer 72,970. 

% 


More than three thousand societies are 
now conducting their work along the definite 
and practical lines outlined in the Efficiency 
Campaign, and Australia has also started the 
campaign, The results have been surpris- 
ingly successful, Starting with a rating of 
twenty-five percent or even less, they have 
speedily climbed to fifty or more, showing an 
immediate gain of one hundred or more per- 
cent in efficiency, The last twenty-five per- 
cent is of course the hardest to gain, but that 
only adds to the interest and zest of the un- 
dertaking. 


Bishop Whitehead of India has emphasized 
in a recent article the great contribution 
Christian Endeavor has made to the work 
there by its emphasis upon the training and 
development of the individual members, the 
working with, instead of for, others. ‘It 
teaches us to take for our model, not the pot- 
ter moulding the clay, but the sower sowing 
the seed,” . 


Christian Endeavor has been making pro- 
ress not only along these special lines, but 
in the quiet fundamental work of training the 
members for definite service in their own 
churches, A census was recently taken of 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the seventy-seven officers and department 
superintendents of the Chicago Christian En- 
deavor Union who were asked to state what 
official positions they held in their own church, 
Seventy-five out of the seventy-seven re- 
sponded with the following results. ‘These 
seventy-five Christian Endeavor union work- 
ers held two hundred and thirty-four official 
positions in their own churches, which were 
classified as follows ; 


Sunday-school superintendents and offi- 
CP Ve cee eR eso > ewe VS 
Sunday-school teachers. ...... .45 
Church officers, including deacons, el- 
PP A Ae ees 
Officers of Men’s Clubs and Missionary 


rs ce ee be os oe 
Re oe at ee eae 
Members of the church choir . .. . .18 
Miscellaneous officers. . ....... 6 
Officers of local Christian Endeavor so- 
I fan Sc is ek, vin wheal A el 66 
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Unless we advance we shall recede, because 
everything is moving and will move without 
us if we do not move with it. 

We are always slower than God’s purposes, 

‘*Why call ye unto me?’’ is God’s word 
to us now as of old, ‘Speak to the people 
that they go forward.”’ 

**Unless I become better I shall soon cease 
to be good,’’ said one of the greatest English 
statesmen, 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters | 


_J 





Selections from fifty or more of the choicest of Dr. J. R. Miller’s intimate 
letters on soul problems will be published in the Times during 1914. Peo- 
ple from all over the world sought Dr. Miller’s help on questions about 
their life work, their religious doubts, their deep sorrows, problems of 
Christian service, of home difficulties, of marriage, and a thousand other 


personal concerns, 


Such a surprising range of life interests is covered in 


the letters to be published in these columns that a need of your own or that 
of a friend is likely to be met by Dr. Miller’s ‘‘ golien pen.” 


5. His Twenty-first Birthday 


N an incidental way I have learned that 
your twenty-first birthday is about now. 
I want to congratulate you upon the 
attaining of this important point in your 
career, To a young man twenty-one is a 
charmed number, You may be no stronger, 
no wiser, no richer-hearted, the day after 
you were twenty-one than you were the day 
before, but the line is an important one. 
You pass into manhood, and look back upon 
boyhood and youth as something you will 
not come to again, Let me congratulate 
you, therefore, upon attaining this important 
point. 

Let me also wish you the richest and best 
blessing. Every birthday should be a bright 
day in a Christian’s life. We should stop 
and look upward, opening heaven’s gates by 
prayer, that the light of God’s face may shine 
down upon us as we rest a moment beside 
the milestone. It is my earnest prayer that 
upon your head, on your twenty-first birth- 
day, the light of heaven may indeed shine, 
giving cheer and new warmth of heart and 
new inspiration toward ‘‘ whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honorable, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely.”’ 

I have always been deeply interested in 
You know this from what I have 
said to you already when I was your pastor. 
Let me assure you now that, while no longer 
your pastor, I am no less your friend. I 
shall always be your friend, and be eager to 
help you toward the best things. You have 
capabilities for large usefulness. I hope that 
you will go on growing in knowledge, in 
strength of character, in sweetness of dispo- 
sition, in all manly things, especially in 
Christlikeness and in the service of Christ. 

We never reach the end of anything that 
is beautiful and good. You must not think 
that now, when you are twenty-one, you are 
a man in whom no further improvement can 
be made. As/I said the other day to a young 
friend, so I say to you, you are just a bundle 
of bulbs, every bulb full of rich possibilities. 
It is your part to keep in the sunshine of 
God’s love, under the culture of God’s 
Spirit, so that all these possibilities will burst 
out into beauty, into sweetness, into power, 
into fruit. 

Our truest and best friend is not he who 
makes us satisfied with ourselves, who flat- 





ters and pampers and pets us and makes us 
think that we are very great and very good ; 
our best friend is the one who makes us dis- 
satisfied with our present attainments, and 
who inspires ever toward better things. I 
want to help you to reach possibilities in 
your life which you have not yet reached, I 
assure you that they are infinite. If you 
live seventy years, growing every day, you 
will find yourself, at the close, just begin- 
ning to know what life is, just beginning to 
discover the beauties, the possibilities, and 
the powers within you. Go on, therefore, 
growing, working, serving, doing God’s will, 
Let nothing discourage you. Make every 
difficulty. a stepping-stone to something bet- 
ter. Make every hardness and every trial 
an opportunity for the development of new 
strength. A soldier would never become a 
real soldier without battles, The drill-ground 
is very good in its place, but it is only the 
struggles on the field which bring out the 
true soldierly qualities. An easy life, how- 
ever fine its theories may be, is not a proved 
life ; it is only when one has met difficulties, 
obstacles, hindrances, and has mastered 
them, that one is really strong. 


Take heed, first of all, to yourself, It is 
in our own character that the greatest dan- 
gers lie, You want to be a victorious man 
in every way, over your own faults and fail- 
ings, over your own follies and feelings, over 
your own infirmities and weaknesses, You 
want to learn always to keep sweet, what- 
ever the temptation to bitterness may be,— 
always to keep sweet, and to grow more and 
more into Christlike grace and gentleness. 

It is a glorious thing to be a young man in 
these days, Just to live, and especially in 
this country of ours, is a great opportunity. 
The twentieth century is, no doubt, destined 
to be a century of marvels in human life in 
this world. If you are spared, it will be your 
duty to take an active part in the affairs of 
this great century. You do not know for 
what you are preparing yourself. Let me 
say to you, as one who loves young men, 
that you cannot be too earnest in the prepara- 
tion you are now making, nor too careful ; 
for upon your shoulder will rest vast respon- 
sibilities, and in your life are hidden the 
possibilities of splendid achievement. Make 
all you can of these quiet days. While you 
strive to gather knowledge, the chief aim in 
your education should be to become thor- 
ough master of yourself, so that you may go 


out, by and by, to exert an influence for good 
wherever you go. 

I am glad that you are a Christian. There 
is a splendid opportunity, even now in your 
college life, for true and manly Christian 
confession, There will be yet more splendid 
opportunities in the days to come for Chris- 
tian life and service. Keep your heart pure, 
keep your life clean, stay near the heart of 
Christ. I believe that God has a plan for 
every life. This means that he has a plan 
for your life, something he made you for, 
something he wants you to do in this world. 
What it is you cannot now tell, Where he 
will want you to stand in the thick of the 
fight before you, you cannot know. It is not 
best that you should know now. You can 
best fill your place and fulfil God’s purpose 
for you and carry out the divine thought for 
your life in the years to come by doing in the 
passing days, with all your might, the things 
God gives you to do, 

Make the most of your life! God bless 
you! 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








T HE topics of conversation at the break- 
fast table may be influenced by morn- 
ing worship, If held before breakfast, 

some line of thought suggested in the Scrip- 
ture or prayer may be continued. If held 
after breakfast, some special need or wish 
may have such attention given to it that the 
topic will find its expression in the prayer. 
The ordinary table talk and conversation in 
the average home is far from ideal, but a 
little care and thought will transform and 
enliven it. Our best selves are quite liable 
to be seen and heard by strangers and ac- 
quaintances .rather than ere by loved 
ones and friends, Our family worship may 
assist us in overcoming this if we give a little 
attention to connecting topics of conversa- 
tion with family prayers, and by gaining the 
inspiration for such thought in the reading 
and study, of the ‘* Morning Watch.”’ 





January 26 to February 1 


Mon.—Luke 11 : 1-13. The Unfriendly Neighbor. 
God loves to have his children cry to him 
for help. He ever hears the prayers of those 
who feel their need and call upon him. 
Repeated constant prayer wins the divine 
reply, and the Lord is joyful in response, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask for a con- 
sciousness of the human need of God, for a 
sense of human weakness and dependence 
upon him, Ask to know how to pray ac- 
ceptably and with power, that God and 
heaven may be more real, Ask for a higher 
valuation of prayer ttself, 

Tues.— Daniel 6 : 10-18. 
Praying toward Jerusalem, 

The habits of a lifetime do not leave us. 
Habits formed in childhood are inbred and 
permanent. ‘The memory of the hallowed 
past inspires and sanctifies the present. The 
praying saint, with his window open toward 
Jerusalem, is not troubled by the plots of 
surrounding enemies, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
the blessed and sacred memories of the past; 
Jor God-fearing parents and homes of piety ; 
Sor the prayers and songs of childhood; for 
the teaching and training in things divine, 
the Bible verses and the hymns which we 
always will remember, 


Wed.—Psalm 55: 1-13. David's Prayer. 

We cannot pray too often nor too zeal- 
ously. David, with his frailty and sin, was a 
man after God’s own heart. Not morning 
and night, but ‘‘ morning, noon, and night,”’ 
he prayed and cried aloud, and he knew that 
he would be heard, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the care- 
less and thoughtless; for the sinful and 
wicked ; for the criminal and prisoner ; for 
the wretched and forsaken, Pray for the 
sick and suffering; for the poor and for- 
lorn; for the tired and weary; for the dis- 
couraged and sad, Christ can help them all, 


Thurs.—2 Kings 19: 14-19. Hezekiah’s Prayer. 
What an example of dependence upon 
God we find in this lesson! King Hezekiah 
took the letter which troubled him and laid 
it before God, Human counsel was all sec- 
ondary; divine leadership was supreme. 
What if we could learn the value of just such 
simple effective method in facing difficulty. 





(Continued on next page) 
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Greet Them 
Tomorrow 


—when they come down in the 
morning—with a dish of Puffed 
Wheat or Puffed Rice. 


These are the crisp, ‘porous, 
bubble-like grains which taste 
like toasted nuts, 


These are the grains which 
are steam-exploded by Prof. 
Anderson’s process. Every food 
granule is blasted to. pieces so 
digestion can instantly act. 


They are airy and thin—eight 
times normal size. And you 
never have tasted a cereal food 
anywhere near so enticing, 


Putted Wheat-l0¢ 
Putfed Rice-I5¢ 


Except in Extreme West 


You owe to yourself—to the 
folks you serve—a test of these 
curious foods. ‘They are more 
than delightful—they are scien- 
tific foods. Inside of each grain 
there occur in the making 
100,000,000 steam explosions. 


Serve with sugar and cream, 
or mix with fruit. Use like nut 
meats in home candy making or 
as garnish to ice cream. 


At night serve the grains in 
bowls of milk, like crackers. 
They are whole grains, crisp and 
toasted. And they float. 


Begin tomorrow to serve on 
your table this fascinating dish. 


The Quaker Oats @mpan 


Sole Makers - 





Puffed Grains in Milk 
The Supper Dish (505) 
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SIXTY-SIX PER CENT 


This R the Increase in Cost 
of Principal Articles of Food 
in the Last Fourteen Years 


According to the last report of the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the retail 
aheag of the principal articles of food in 
orty industrial cities advanced sixty- 
six per cent in fourteen years. 

This remarkable advance in the cost 
of food of course is aseribed to man 
different causes, depending upon indi- 
vidual viewpoints. Politicians naturally 
attribute it to the high tariff and the 
monopolies and combinations which 
have been fostered by it. Another class 
of theorists claim that the advance in 
prices is caused by the excessive supply 
of gold. 

It is generally agreed by economists, 
however, that the cost of food and other 
necessaries uf life is subject to the laws 
of supply and demand. It is shown by 
the — of the United States Census 
that the supply of foods has not kept 
pace with the increase in poral. and 
as a consequence prices have increased, 
It is also a fact that the standards of 
living have grown much higher and that 
the average family is not satisfied with 
food and ae which were ample to 
meet the needs of our grandparents. 

Many organizations have started out 
to devise means of decreasing the cost 
of the food supply in the average home. 
It has been found that most families 
waste a lot of money on expensive foods 
which are lacking in the elements of 
nutrition, In very many instances the 
inexpensive foods are the ones which 
actually supply the most body-building 
nutriment. 


biscuit, for instance, has remained the 
same, and yet it is a fact that one or 
two of these biscuits, eaten with hot milk 
and a little fruit, will supply all the 
nutriment needed for a half day's work 
at a total cost of three or four cents. 
Shredded wheat not only contains all 
the body-building elements in the whole 
wheat grain, but has them prepared in 
their most digestible form, so that the 
stomach may take them up easily and 
quickly and without taxing the digestive 
orgaus. Shredded wheat not only solves 
the problem of the high cost of living, 
but also solves the ** servant problem ” in 
many homes. Being ready-cooked and 
ready-to-serve, it is so easy to prepare a 
deliciously nourishing meal with shred- 
ded wheat biscuit by heating them in the 
oven for a few moments to restore crisp- 
ness and then pouring hot milk over 
them and adding a little cream and salt- 
ing to suit the taste. When served with 
fresh or preserved fruit they make a com- 
plete, wholesome and nourishing meal, 


Gye Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, January 17, t914 
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For Family Worship 


(Continued from preceding page) 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Thank God for his 
willingness. to. consider and advise in each 
detail of our lives. Thank him for a love 
so great that his heart has a genuine affec- 
tion for every child; for a. memory that 
never forgets; for an interest that never 
wearies nor loses patience, 


Fri.—1 Kings 8: 22-34. Prayer of Solomon. 

This prayer of, Solomon’s is a wonderful 
prayer. He prayed that God’s eyes might 
be open toward the temple night and day. 
That he might hearken unto the prayer of 
his servants toward ‘the temple !. He prayed 
that God would hearken to the prayers of the 
people, and he does and ever will, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to give to 
all who pray and to ali who unite in prayer 
with others a sense of devotion and response. 
Ask that prayer may never become merely 
formal, but. may have the reality of life and 
actuality, Pray that we may know and feel 
that Christ ts interceding for us as we pray, 
and may we honor him accordingly 
Sat.—Neh. 1: 4-11, Prayer of Nehemiah. 

The work of this prophet was preceded by 
prayer. The distress of his people and the 
sufferings of the-remnant’of-the captivity did 





not call forth only his sympathy and sorrow, 
but caused him to lay the whole matter be- 
fore God. His comfort and relief and power 
were all in prayer. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zake to God in 
earnest, definite prayer the problems of the 
heart, Ask for very definite blessings, Pray 
for children and servants by name, and ask 
for special blessings. Remember in prayer 
relatives and dear friends who are present 
or absent. Let your children know how 
real_and actual prayer is to you. Do not 
always pray in generalities 
Sun.—Acts 4 : 23-31. 

An Apostolic 


er-meeting. 

What heroes these disciples were! When 
threatened they gained boldness, They took 
these threats to God, Instead of asking him 
to save them from their enemies, they asked 
for greater fearlessness to Speak the truth 
and sound: the note of triumph, ‘What an 
example for us to-day. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a greater 
loyalty to the truth of God; for a deeper 
insight into his word and purpose ; for holy 
fervor and more fearless and clear expres- 
sion. Ask for wisdom to declare the truth 
with power. that the messages may mean more 
to men than the messenger. Ask for bold 
and brave utterance for Jesus Christ, 





Prayer Pattern 


Christ’s Example Our Supreme 


By Robert E. Speer 








HERE are two things which: make our 
Lord’s example in the life of prayer of 
special significance. In the first place, 

if ever any one could have ‘dispensed with 
prayer it was he, He and his Father, as he 
said, were one, and his Father had given all 
things into his hand. If any one could have 
foregone prayer because of the fulness of his 
unity with God and the power that God had 
lodged in his life, our Lord could have dis- 
pensed with it. , If he found,prayer an abso- 
lutely necessary thing in his life, by so much 
more do we, who have no such intimacy with 
God as he had, and no such secret sources of 
spiritual strength as he possessed, need also 
to pray. 

In the second place, his experience tried 
out the whole’ reality of prayer. “Whatever 
he found init we may.be-sure is there. And 
if out of his own. life of prayer he assures-us 
that prayer. is the..deepest.thing and the 
center of all, we may be sure that his testi- 
mony in the matter is trustworthy, 


Turning from the Crowd to the Father 

Now, when we turn toour Lord’s example 
in this matter of prayer, it seems to me that 
the first thing that impresses us is its perfect 
naturalness, the absence of all unreality and 
strain. We have no more beautiful illustra- 
tion of this than is preserved in the eleventh 
chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, where, in the 
midst of a crowd of people round about him, 
the Lord Jesus turned at once to God, as 
though he and God were alone, and spoke to 
Him in the most natural way : 

**T thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou didst hide these things 
from the wise and understanding, and didst 
reveal them unto babes.’’ 

There was no sense of repression in the 
crowd that made such simple immediate con- 
versation of Jesus with his Father an unreal 
or unnatural thing. 

And his whole life was full of just this con- 
sciousness of God’s immediate and actual 
presence with him, and full of conversation 
with God as real and tender and intimate as 
the conversations which he carried on with 
his disciples. We see this in the way in 
which his life was filled with expressed 
thanksgiving. When he fed the five thou- 
sand, when he fed the four thousand, when 
he instituted the sacrament of his Supper, 
every time he gathered men around him and 
broke bread with them, we read that he be- 
gan by giving thanks. There is a deep con- 
nection,.we may be sure, between this natu- 
ralness of his Father’s presence with him 
= the spirit of ceaseless thankfulness in his 
life. 

I remember years ago hearing old Dr. 
Green, the ablest Hebrew scholar we had in 
America, retranslatiug the 50th Psalm, and 
he reread in a new way the last verse. 
** Whoso offereth praise,’’ said he, in giving 











us what he held to be the true translation, 
‘*Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me and 
prepareth a way by which I may further 
manifest myself unto him.’’ And the natu- 
ralness of prayer in our Lord’s life shows us 
how close the spirit of praise lies to a con- 
scious dependence upon God finding utter- 
ance always in simple, childlike faith in 
God’s nearness to us. 

And next to the naturalness of prayer in 
Jesus’ life—so different irom the forced strain 
and the artificiality in our own lives—we note 
the solitude of his prayer. 

There are three kinds of solitude, and the 
use of them tests reality, There are a great 
many men who cannot endure solitude, who 
would not know what to do with two 
moments of absolute loneliness of spirit. 
But our Lord used all these three forms of 
solitude for his times of communion with his 
Father 

There is a solitude of time in the early 
morning before the world is astir. We know 
how often our Lord made use of this time for 
prayer. Before the cares of the day had 
come upon him, before the noises of the 
world had begun to stir, he was awake, that 
he might go off alone to pray. 

There is the solitude of the evening and 
the sunset .and we read how often our Lord 
went out when the shadows were lengthen- 
:ng for his time of prayer, ‘* And he con- 
strained his disciples to enter into the boat 
and to go to the other side of Bethsaida, while 
he sent the multitude away, and after he took 
leave of them [in the evening] he departed 
into the mountain to pray.”’ Many lives have 
felt that to be their only practical time for soli- 
tude. It was so with Phoebe Brown. No 
doubt many of you remember her old hymn: 


** 1 love to steal a while away from every 'cum- 
bering care . 
And spend the hour of setting day in humble, 
grateful prayer.”’ 
A Solitude of Time and Place 


We may be sure it was in her garden, the 
only still place she had, away from the noisy 
tumult of her children-filled house, and in 
the quiet hours of evening when her weary 
hands rested from the day’s hard toil, that 
those influences were set in motion which 
sent Samuel Brown, her son, out to be one 
of the creators of modern Japan. 

And. our Lord used not only the evening 
and morning. We read of his having been 
out at midnight to pray. 

**And it came to pass in those days that 
he went out into.a mountain to pray, and he 
continued all night in prayer to God.’’ 

And it was not only the solitude of time 
that Jesus used for his life of prayer; he re- 
sorted,.as these passages indicate, to the 
solitude of place as. well, to a garden where 
Judas knew he would find him, for he often 
went there to pray with his disciples ; in the 
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' of every kind prevent the 
freedom of sunlight exer- 
cise which nature intended, 


SCOTT’S EMULSION 


is the concentrated pure food- 
medicine to check this decline. It 
refreshes the body by making 
healthy blood, and is nature’s 
greatest aid to fortify the lunga 
and prevent tuberculosis. 
SCOTT’S EMULSION 
energy, 
health and strength 
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desert places, where he went off that he 
might be alone; again and again on the 
mountains, where he went that he might be 
nearest of all to God. 

‘* After he had taken leave of them ’’—this 
is one representative verse of many, ‘‘ after 
he had taken leave of them he departed into 
the mountain to pray.”’ 

There is a solitude not only of time and 
place to which Jesus resorted; there is a 
solitude that lies nearer to us still. ‘There is 
a solitude waiting for us there even amidst 
all the rush and tumult of the city. 

So our Lord constantly felt the solitude of 
spirit in the midst of great crowds of people. 
Iie spoke to God there just as though he and 
God were alone together, 

Our Lord used all these three forms of 
solitude, for his prayer, and we may be sure 
that if we are going to walk in his steps a 
spirit within us that we will not wish to resist 
will make us feel again and again in the 
morning or in the evening or at midnight or 
amids: the throng quite as though we too 
were alone with God. 


Two Crisis Times that Call for Prayer 

A third characteristic of —— prayer, 
after its naturalness and its solitude, was its 
constancy and its insistency. All the great 
events of Christ’s life, if you will study it 
through, you will find were preceded by 
prayer. Most of his great miracles, his out- 
goings of power, were preceded by prayer. 
People intently observed this. And we read 
that the mothers brought their little children 
to him tiat he might lay his hands upon 
them and pray. The great occasions of his 
life, like the choice cf the Twelve and the 
Sermon on the Mount, were preceded by 
prayer. 

And it was not only that the great events 
of our Lord’s life were preceded by prayer ; 
you will find also, what is more strange, that 
they were followed by prayer. There is an 
instinct within us that throws us on God in 
anticipation of the untried. As we look for- 
ward to what is ahead we say we do not 
know what crises or strains this unopened 
future may hold for us, and we fall on the 
unseen power to sustain us in the strain and 
emergency. But when the crisis has been 
past, you know how the relief comes, and 
we sink back and say, ‘* Thank God, the 
emergency has gone by.’? We forget that 
old word of Mazzini’s: **The morrow of 
victory is more perilous than is its eve.’’ 

Our Lord knew this danger, and again and 
again we find him in those hours when the 
‘Tempter finds his subtlest opportunity, 
namely, the hour of victory—in that hour 
leaning hard upon the strong arm of God. 

And the sorrows of his life were met in 
prayer. The news of John the Baptist’s 
death; the misunderstanding and materialism 
of the people, in spite of all his efforts to 
help them apprehend the real significance of 
his message; the betrayal, the agony at 
Gethsemane, all the great and most tragic 
spiritual experiences of his life, he met in 
prayer, And he was praying every time he 
heard from home. 

** And it came to pass as he was) praying 
the Holy Sp.rit descended as a dove and 
abode upon him.’’ 











re > i SS Ree mal! EE 








ee. 


a ere 


LESSON FOR FEB. I (Luke rz : 1-13) 


‘* And as he was praying his raiment was 
transfigured and became white and glister- 
ing, whiter than any fuller on earth could 
whiten it, and a voice out of heaven saying : 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.”’ : 

When in the en he prayed, angels 
came and stood by and strengthened him, 
and when in the court of the Gentiles he 

rayed, saying, ‘‘ Father, what shall I say? 

ather, save me from this hour,’’ a voice 
came speaking to him, so that those who 
stood by thought it thundered. 

The unselfishness of our Lord’s life of 
prayer, I suppose, explains the constancy of 
it, No one whose prayers were self-cen- 
tered and concerned only with the needs of 
his own life could pray as he did. He must 
have prayed as much as he did because of 
the width of the interests that lay upon his 
heart. 

‘The little lights we have here and there 
through his life upon the object of his pray- 


‘ing show us how constantly he must have 


had others in his thoughts. ‘*Simon,’’ he 
told Peter once, ‘*I have been praying for 
thee, that thy faith might not fail.”’ ‘There 
is no record when he made that prayer. 
You remember the earnestness and inten- 


:sity of our Lord’s prayer, We realize the 


character and depth and earnestness of that 
prayer from the account we have of his prayer 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, where Luke 
told us that he prayed so earnestly that the 
sweat came out upon his brow as if it had 
been great drops of blood. There is one 
other occasion in the New Testament where 
that same adverb is used in description of 
prayer. It is in the Epistle of James, where 
we are told that Elias was a man of like pas- 
sions with our own, and he prayed that it 
might not rain, But in the Greek the two 
verses are different. The phrase in the 
Epistle of James, he prayed earnestly, is a 
duplicate phrase. The Greek is,‘* He prayed 
in prayer.’? He did not preach in prayer ; 
he did not meditate in prayer. A friend of 
mine told me once that if he ever forgot any 


‘part of his sermon he included it in the prayer 
after the sermon, But Elias prayed when he 


prayed and he shut up the heavens by his 


‘prayer. 


But the word Luke uses is a different one. 


. uote prayed, he says, yet more strainingly. 


t is the word ‘that’ a Greek would have used, 


’ T presume, in describing a race between men 
’ “or horses. Just at the end, neck and neck 
‘ they have been coming, and now one runs 


yet more strainingly and by the breadth of a 
handis victor inthe race. And Jesus prayed, 
we are told, yet more strainingly ; so really, 
so intensely, the prayer laying such control 
upon the very courses of his life, that the 








Skin Cleared 
By Simple Change in Food 


It has been said by a physician that 
most diseases are the result of indiges- 


‘ition, 


There’s undoubtedly much truth in 
the statement, even to the cause of 
many unsightly eruptions, which many 
suppose can be removed by applying 
some remedy on the outside. 

By changing her food a Kansas girl 
was relieved of an eczema which was a 


great annoyance to her. She writes: 


‘* For five months I was suffering with 
an eruption on my face and hands which 
our doctor called eczema and which 
caused me a great deal of inconvenience. 
The suffering was almost unbearable. 

‘*The medicine I took only gave me 
temporary relief. One day I happened 


- to read somewhere that eczema was 


caused by indigestion. Then I read 
that many persons had been relieved of 
indigestion by eating Grape-Nuts. 

**I decided to try it. I liked the taste 
of the food and was particularly pleased 
to notice that my digestion was improv- 
ing and that the eruption was disappear- 
ing as if by magic. I had at last found, 
in this great food,something that reached 
my trouble. 

** When I find a victim of this affliction 
I remember my own former suffering, 
and advise a trial of Grape-Nuts food 
instead of medicines.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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blood came out and stood in drops of sweat 
upon his brow. 

But last of all, we may recall again what 
we thought of at the beginning, the sim- 
plicity of Christ’s life of prayer. We find no 
strain, no attempt at theological description 
of the dive attributes and not a =e prayer 
of his in which he addresses God even as 
God, except that cry from the Forty-second 
Psalm, *‘ My God, my God, why didst thou 
forsake me?’’ Only that one time did he 
address God in any other way than as 
** Father,’”’ ** My Father,’’ ‘* Holy Father,’’ 
‘** Righteous Father.”’ It was so from first to 
last; he was his Father’s Son, He prayed 
to God as his dear Father, And when at 
last his lie was done and the work was fin- 
ished and he was ready to take again the 
glory which he had with God before the 
world was, he took it as his Father’s Child. 
** Father,’’ just as a tired little one would 
lie down in its mother’s arms to sleep. 
‘*Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.’? And so his Father’s Son went 
home, And as his disciples we may joyfully 
possess his God as our God and his Father 
as our Father. ‘ 


New York CITy, 
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The Story of a Donkey 
By Caroline Kellogg 


OHN had one bad habit. He would cry, 
long and loud, when things did not go 
to suit him. It distressed father and 

mother, for John was four years old, and 
they wanted him to be a man and not a cry- 
baby. They had talked to him about it 
many times, but still John cried. 

One day something went wrong, and John 
began to cry. Aunt Helen went over to 
John’s blackboard, and picked up a piece of 
chalk. John saw her through his tears, but 
went on crying. 

**Once,’’ Aunt Helen began, ‘ there was 
a boy whose name began with J.’’ 

John heard her, but he only cried louder. 

*¢Sometimes,’? Aunt Helen  ¢¢¥ 
said, ‘*‘ his face looked like this: Ww . 

‘*Sometimes,’’ and Aunt Helendrew (> 
another picture, ‘‘it looked like this : \& 

**And some other times it looked like 
this: ¢y ‘That was when he opened his 
mouth \@g?_ wide, and cried loud, like a baby, 
even though he was four years old.”’ 

John was not crying now. He was stand- 
ing close beside Aunt Helen, watching her, 
but Aunt Helen didn’t turn round to look at 
him. She just went on talking. 

‘*This boy’s name began with J, but it 
wasn’t John. Oh, no! His name was Joey. 
Joey lived in the country, where they had 
horses, and cows, and pigs, and chickens, 
and almost everything except ponies; and 
Joey did wish he had a pony! 

**One day a man came to Joey’s home 
with something to sell, ‘O Father!’ Joey 
said, ‘is ita pony?’ It did look a bit likea 
pony, but it was not one, It was a dear lit- 
tle gray shaggy donkey, with long floppy 
ears, and the kindest eyes you ever saw. 

*** He’s four years old,’ the man said. 

*¢* Does he cry?’ Joey’s father asked. 


‘* The man looked, puzzled, first at Joey’s 


father and then at Joey. ‘Oh!’ he said, 
and then he laughed. ‘I don’t think he 
knows how, but I guess he could learn.’ 

***Oh, but we don’t want him to learn ! 
do we, Joey?’ asked Joey’s father, and Joey 
said, ‘ No, sir.’ 

** ¢ Well, the man said, ‘if he doesn’t ever 
hear anybody cry, maybe he won’t learn how.’ 

**Joey’s father bought the donkey, and 
Joey was so happy he felt as if he would 
never, never cry again. 

‘*In a few days he and the donkey were 
very good friends. The donkey’s name was 
Jerry. Every morning Jerry would come up 
to the side door and wait for Joey to come 
out, and ride him and play with him. 

‘** But one morning something went wrong 
at breakfast, and Joey cried. He cried loud, 
and he didn’t want to stop, but all at once 
he heard a noise. It was louder than his 
crying, and it was out of doors, Joey just 
had toestop crying and listen. : 

‘¢*E-aw, E-aw, E-aw-aw !’ he heard. 

‘* Joey’s father got up from the breakfast 
table, and looked out the door. 


( Continued on next page) 


Becoming Intercessors 
( Continued from page. 36) 


I would urge you, for''the sake of the 
church, for the sake: of the world, and, above 
all, for the sake of Christ, to become an. in- 
tercessor, Nevertheless, remember that do- 
ing this will mean, not only that you will 
have to rejoice with those who rejoice, but 
also to sorrow with those who sorrow. For 
identification implies that you will have to go 
deep into spiritual experiences, that you will 
have to suffer with God in his compassion for 


and that you will have to lay your life down 
as a sacrifice in behalf of the sons of men, 
All this will mean such pain as will be noth- 
ing less than soul-travail, 

As I speak, I am far away in China, trav- 
eling in a house-boat, There are in the 
boat, besides the native crew, Mr. and Mrs, 
Hudson Taylor and I, It is night, and dis- 
turbed for some reason, I cannot sleep, but 
am lying awake in the darkness, In a little, 
I hear the striking of a match upon a box, 
and then I see through the thin curtain the 


a back-slidden church and an unsaved world, 
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flicker of a light. I- know now: what it is. 
Mr. ‘Taylor, the man who is not strong in his 
older age and who ought to sleep rather than 
wake, is up and astir. Through the curtain 
I see him sitting, bending over the Word of 
God, Then, presently, I hear him pray. 
Through the hour, or possibly two hours, I 
hear the pleading voice, the escaping sigh. 
This. man of God is interceding amply and 
specifically, but, most of all, he is identifying 
himself with God and men, and this is the 
explanation of the choice of the midnight 
hour, the many words, and the sigh which 
almost amounts to a sob, 

Beloved brothers and sisters, are you and 
I prepared for the service of intercession? 
God grant that we may be! For of all the 
things this weary ba. A needs to-day, it is 
this, for those who will set themselves upon 
their tower.to see what the Lord will say to 
them, and who will there keep their lonely, 
holy watch of intercession with him, And 
as surely as we intercede in this wise, so 
surely will Christ and the Holy Spirit inter- 
cede for us, in order that we may be more 
than ever blessed and used of God, 


ho 
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That’s why it’s economy 
to buy Bensdorp’s 


- Always in Yellow Wrapper 
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Now. 
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Why Not Go 
To Tokyo 


@ For the World’s Eighth Sunday School Convention is to 
meet in ‘Tokyo in 1916, and you will want to be there, 
with increasing eagerness as the time draws near. 


q A long journey is worthy of early preparation. 
And begin by asking The Sunday School Times 
Company how it proposes—and it does propose no less 
than this—to make the Tokyo trip a reality for many 
Sunday-school workers without money cost to the workers 


q This is not a “prize” plan, heavy with disappointment 

to those who do not win. 
i adequate compensation for all who try it, even if for 
any reason they finally find they cannot go; and for 
those who do go the plan will be a gratefully remem- 
bered partner in a rich experience never to be forgotten. 


on a postal card, for the Zokyo Plan. } 


THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Walnut Street, 


Expense to Yourself 


Begin 


The plan has its entireiy 


wondering. Just ask to-day 


Philadelphia Pa. 
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ARE ISSUED BY 


NewYorkRealtyOwners 
Resources - $3,739,525.98 


PROPORTION OF LIABILITIES 
Real Estate, Bonds, etc....... 29% 
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HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 


386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 

Ouantity price, g0cents. Send for a sample copy. 

The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 








Nearly a Million and a Half Sold 


ALEXANDER’S GOSPEL SONGS 


No. 2 Now Ready—Many Additions 
The enormous sale is result of popular and effective 
character of contents, Returnadble sample sent post- 
paid. Cloth, $25.00 per 100; flexible, $20.00 per 100, 











F.H1. Revell Co., 158 5th Ave.,N.Y. 125N.Wabash, Chicago 








MUSIC LESSONS FREE) 


In your own home. Piano, Organ, Violin, Guitar, 
Banjo, Cornet, Sight Singing, Mandolin, or Cello. 
Lessons weekly. Beginners or advanced pupils, Ex- 
pense, postage and music only. This is small. Thou- 
sands write: ‘*Wish had known of you_ before.” 
Booklet telling how sent free. Address U. S. School 
of Music, Box 383, 225 Sth Ave., N. Y. City. 
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just out). Round or Shape notes. $3.00 per hundred; 
wad 5_cents eac ds and music 


h. 83 songs, wor 
K. HACKETT, FORT WAYNE. INDIANA. 
Hymnals, Books, Bibles. 


AS 4 F 0 R cals. Evangelical Pub. Co. Chicago 
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‘PREPARATION FOR SOCIAL 
AND RELIGIOUS SERVICE 


The Schauffler Missionary Training Schovl pre- 





res young women Of American and foreign parentage 
lor social and religious service among their own people; 
also for pastors’ secretaries, and the various forms of 


institutional church work 
Correspond with the Priacipal, Mrs. Mary W. 
Milts, 5111 Fowler Ave., S. E., Cleveland, O. 





ustrated h —it's F . Home study 
Domestic Sctence courses. ' For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Hons Economics, s02 W. 6oth St., CuIcaGo, ILL, 
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ot There 


HAND IT TO “JACK” 


BY 
William H. Ridgway 
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ME - MAKING. THE NEW PROFESSION.” is a ro0-pp. il- | 








s one of the greatest little books printed for 
Many a day. 

It is not an argument. 

It is not a preachment. 

It is just a few little pages of striking facts. 

** Compelling facts," as one man said. 

The author says: ‘‘‘These things are either 
true or they are not true." 

The reader is the judge. 

And if they are truc no man can wriggle 
away from the ‘‘ compelling facts." 

“The book is worth a hundred sermons,” 
said one young fellow. 

Get a copy and you'll want a quantity for 
other people. 
Price, 4 cents each, 40 cents a dozen, 

or $3.00 a hundred, postpaid. 


FOR SALE BY 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
t031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Story of a Donkey 
( Continued from preceding page) ; 


***Oh, dear! oh, dear!’ he’ said: 
wey Now he’s learned to cry! A crying 

y and a crying donkey,—that’s too much’! 
We can’t keep them both. . We have'to keep 
the boy, so we’ll have to get rid of :the don- 
key.’ z ey Gs 

***O Father, Father! please don’t,’ Joey 
begged, and he was starting to cry again, 
but remembered just in time. ‘ Truly, 
Father, I won't be a crying boy, and ‘then 
we can ke_p Jerry, can’t we? And, Father, 
maybe if I don’t cry any more Jerry won’t 
either.’ 

‘*Father promised to give them a trial, 
and Jvey really did try not to be a cry-baby 
any more, and when. you try real hard :you 
can always do a thing, can’t you John?”’ 

But John only answered, * Please tell me 
that again, Auntie."’ : 


CINCINNATI, Otilo. 


‘I@s 





| Ask Marion Lawrance 








PENNSYLVANIA.—I desire information in re- 
gard to a Sunday-school Class holding monthly 
mgs at the homes of the class mem- 
bers, the scholars’ ages being from fifteen 
to nineteen years. What program or order of 
business could be used which would interest 
the scholars? Would you recomménd some- 
thing social, or devotional, or both ?—G. H. G. 
ELF-GOVERNMENT, under wise gen- 
eral direction, is always best. If you 

will call your class together, tell them 
exactiy what you want to do, and have them 
appoint a committee to draw up a program 
or order of business for their meetings, you 
will be following right lines. ‘They will 
make a better program than you would alone. 
and you can give them good suggestions 
from time to time. When the committee 
makes the program bring it before the boys, 
and let them discuss it, Cause: them to feel 
that they are really discussing it and having 
a voice in the matter. When the conclu- 
sions are arrived at and accepted by all the 
boys, they will be far more likely, to live up 
to it than they would if you made it your- 
self. I recommend that you secure from 
your State Sunday School Association office 
(the General Secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Sabbath School Association is Mr. W. G. 
Landes, 701 Witherspoon Building, Phila- 





delphia) the International Secondary Divi- 
sion Leaflet, No, 4, which is devoted to 
through-the-week activities for classes of the, 
age of yours. You will find many fine sug- 
gestions there, 





rinten- 


| VERGINIA.—Do you think the 
e cigar- 


dent of a Sunday-school should sm 
ettes? It not, why not ?—J. L. B. 
DO not think that a superintendent 
should smoke cigarettes at all. Why 
not? Because of the power of his ex- 
ample. I am not of those who take the 
| ground that it is impossible for one who uses 
tobacco to lead a Christian life. Neverthe- 
less, ** Better not.’’ Scientific investigation 
that is absolutely irrefutable, covering wide 
areas of territory and large numbers of per- 
sons, shows that without doubt the use of 
cigarettes is damaging to body and mind, 
Many of the very largest and best business 
concerns of the country who employ many 
young men will not permit their employees 
to use cigarettes, because it impairs their 
usefulness, Men in responsible positions, 
such as that of the pastorate or superinten- 
dency, often teach more by their influence 
than by their precept. There can be no 
doubt but that it would be far better for our 
boys and girls if they never used cigarettes. 
Consequently a superintendent ought to be 
man enough not to put this temptation into 
the way of his scholars. The cigarette is 


| 
| 


thousands of our young men; and many 
claim that it is doing more harm than the 
drink. habit, because it is made popular by 
the example of good men who do not mean 
that their example should be bad, 





ALBERTA.—I have been superintendent of a 
little Sunday-school in the country for more 
than four years. We lave been much inter- 
ested in a years’ course of memorizing. 
We get a star on the roll of honor for each 
course finished. The first year is for memo- 
rizing the Beatitudes and the ‘Lord's Prayer ; 
the second is for the books of the Bible, the 
Ten Commandments, and the Twenty-third 





probably destroying the bodies and minds of 





Psalm ; the third is for the Nineteenth Psalm, 
the First Psalm, the thirteenth chapter of 1 
Corinthians, the fourteenth chapter of . John, 
the last chapter of Ecclesiastes, and the last 
chapter of Revelation, The beginning of the 
fourth year is the Sermon on the Mount. 

.Now, my reason for writing you is to ask 
your advice about other things for the fourth 
year, and also the fifth year. Would you ad- 
vise us to take up some Bible history? If so, 
what history would you suggest? It should 
not be very expensive. Or have you some 
other course to recommend ?—J. W. ‘T. 


b faa have been following an admirable 
line of study and memorizing. All 

you have done, however, is fragment- 
ary, and what is needed now, it would seem 
to me, is some correlated and connected 
study of the Bible. I recommend that you 
get one of Dr. Henry T. Sell’s books, either 








| Do You 

| Protect ? 

| Your le 
Throat? * 


! OT by swathing it in 

a muffler or scarf — 

that is a bad way, for 

| it renders the throat more 

sensitive and does nothing 

| to prevent the invasion of 
germs. 


Protection of the throat 
means either destruction of 


infectious germs or preven- | 
tion of their growth. We | N 
R> 


lodge first in the throat ; sore throat 


know that nearly all germs 
] 
| obviously begins in that way. And 


} to prevent their development into some one 
| of the more serious bo iy diseases, modern 

tly urging efficient 
means of 
ormamint, 


physicians are constan y 
otection of the-throat 
trustworthy safeguard, 

germ-killing throat tablet. 


Formamint is a palatable tablet which is al- 
lowed to dissolve in the saliva like candy. 

j A td germicide in the tablet is thus carried 
nto every chink and cranny of the mouth and 
erms, 
leas- 
ant to the taste, very convenient to carry and 
take, perfectly harmless, Formamint ‘is the last 
word in scientific methods of arresting throat 
troubles and preventing invasion of the body 


throat lining, bringing destruction to 
yet remaining harmless to the tissues. 


by infection. 


gargle properly they are just the thing. Every 
mother should have a supply of them on hand 
| to protect the young ones, and especially during 


school epidemics. 


in this country and in Europe. 


We will gladly send yee a liberal sample of these 


tablets on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





| 
| Forifiamint Tablets are much more effective 
| than gargles, and for children who cannot 


Formamint is heartily endorsed by the leadin 
throat specialists and by physicians generally, bo 


(Lesson for February 1) JAN. 17, 1914° 


‘* Bible Study by Periods ’’ or ‘‘ Bible Study | 


by Books,’’ or 


+ ae. f ibly “ Bible Study by 


paper ; 60 cents, cloth; of the third book, 


25 cents, paper; 60 cents, cloth.) ~These. 


books are admirably prepared for the pur- 


pose you have in mind, and will maintain’ 


the interest you have so well begun. It 
would be well to add to this one of the mod- 


ern teacher-training books of the First Stand-- 


ard course. “This will give not only biblical 
information, but also suggestions about how 
to teach, and facts about child-life, and also 
on Sunday-school management. 
course would fit in very well with what you 
have been doing. I would not on any ac- 
count discontinue the splendid memorizing 
you have been carrying on, 
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the 


The 


Dr. Wm. Lee Howard 
the well-known medical author, 
writes ; 
- **J have no hesitation in stating that 
in Formamint we havea y that 
is invaluable in keepi mouth 
and air passages free from germ infec- 
tion.” 





throat troubles. 





a you this free trial tube. 


Write Today for FREE Sample 


It is of generous size and will prove to 
you that Formamint is wonderfully ef- 
fective as well as pleasant in mouth and 
Send us a 2-cent stamp 
to pay postage and we will gladly send 


Jack London writes: 

“T am tr dously pl d with 
the antiseptic qualities of your Forma- 
mint Tablets. -Formamint is a real 
cleanser of mouth germs.” 


Mme. Adelina Patti 
The Queen of Song, writes : 

“I have taken Formamint Tabiets 
for some time past, and have much 
pleasure in saying that I find them 
very beneficial for the throat.”’ 











A. WULFING & CO.; 27D Irving Place, NEW YORK 


Affiliated with The Bauer Chemical Company, Makers of Sanatogen, the Food Tonic. 
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prices of the first two- 
books mentioned are respectively 35 cents, 
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